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Conserving and Enhancing the 
Salmon and Steelhead of the 

Monterey Bay

In years past, I used to write an 
article for the newsletter of my 
experiences fishing the Monterey 
Bay. This year the Hatchery asked 

me to write another article on 
what I saw and caught this year in 
the Monterey Bay. 

Fishing continued on Page 2

Fishing Monterey Bay 2019
By Larry Wolf

Castroville Rotary Club and
Monterey Bay Salmon and Trout Project

42nd
            Annual

Albacore Feed
Saturday, November 9, 2019

Door Prizes • Silent Auction
No host cocktails 6:00-7:00 pm • Dinner 7:00 pmAt the Recreation Center

11261 Crane Street, Castroville, California
Tickets $20.00 Available at the door
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Front Cover: Many anglers caught their 
limit salmon fishing in Monterey Bay this 
year- here's to a great season!

We need 
volunteers!
Are you interested in helping 
MBSTP recover native salmon 
and steelhead?

We are looking for volunteers 
to assist with two of our major 
programs! This is a great chance 
to support MBSTP’s mission of 
conserving and recovering native 
salmon and trout populations of 
the Monterey Bay region- please 
see the postings below to learn 
more:

Coho Salmon Tagging at 
Kingfisher Flat Hatchery

Help MBSTP’s coho salmon 
conservation hatchery program 
by assisting with Coded-Wire 
Tagging (CWT) operations 
at Kingfisher Flat Hatchery! 
Volunteers will be trained to 
work with hatchery and agency 
personnel to assist in tagging 
operations. Tagging fish with 

The salmon season started strong 
and stayed strong throughout 
April. May slowed a bit but not 
much. I started fishing twice a 
week in May. My weekday deck 
hand was Matt McCaslin, who 
started fishing with me this 
year. Matt and I caught a lot of 
King Salmon and a lot of them 
were 15 lb. fish or better. The 
salmon fishing remained strong 
throughout May and June. July 
the fish were bigger and started 
running much deeper. We caught 
fish in the canyon at 300 ft.

That was the first time I went 
into deep water with the 
commercial boats. The fish were 
big and so deep we had to stop 
the boat after we hooked up, 
which normally I never do. 

The season ended strong in 
the Moss Landing area off of 
Mulligan Hill in 300 feet of water 
on August 28th of this year. We 
fished for salmon that day, but 
we ran into too many jellyfish 
and decided to fish for halibut in 
the shallow water off Mulligan 
Hill. Salmon were being caught, 
but we had caught so many this 
year we decided to give halibut 
a try. We caught 3 halibut over a 
2 hour period and then hooked 
up a really big one. We were 
getting ready to gaff the fish 

when a giant splash of water 
came up 5 yards behind the boat 
and a 12 ft great white shark 
grabbed our halibut and started 
swimming away with it. We were 
still hooked up when the shark 
stopped, shook the fish and 
snapped the line. It then swam 
right alongside the boat, so close 
we were able to see it. Never had 
that happen to me before, but 
I did hear of this happening to 
another fishermen this year in 
the same area. 

Since the close of Salmon Season 
locally, the halibut fishing has 
been pretty good, but we have 
had a red tide to deal with. Other 
than that, the fishing has been 
great and we hope to finish 
strong this year with maybe 
a blue fin tuna or two in the 
coming weeks. 

Tight Lines

Larry

Fishing continued from Page 1

MBSTP Board of Directors:

Chair 
Mat Rowley

 Vice Chair 
Bob Anderson 

Treasurer 
Sam Bishop

Secretary 
Mary Hermansky

Event Coordinator  
Mary Hermansky

Other Board Members 

Mike Baxter 
Chuck Backman 

Jeremy Streig 
Scott McGilvray 

Other Board Members 

Chris Wellise 
Dave Toriumi

Volunteer continued on Page 16

Let us email your 
newsletter!

Send your email address to: 
scruzfishing@yahoo.com and you 
will save MBSTP a lot of money on 
printing and postage!
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Sand Crab Classic will continue as 
it has for the prior years and all 
proceeds will go to MBSTP.

The event is about getting people 
together for a fun filled day of 
fishing and festivities with an 
underlying theme of helping 
MBSTP bring more fish back into 
our local waters.

From the entire Sand Crab Classic 
crew we give thanks to all who 
have participated in the event 
volunteered and sponsored this 
unique, and now iconic derby.

Fifteen years ago the first 
gathering of perch fishing 
contestants gathered under 
pouring rain to sign up for the 
first ever Sand Crab Classic Perch 
Tournament. With blustery 
conditions and a makeshift venue 
under 
tarps; 
meals 
were 
served and 
tokens 
were 
passed 
out as 
prizes and 
awards. What has shined clear 
is the fact that this is a fun filled 
event with serious competition. 
The first year there were three 
coordinators, one of the three 
saw some money left on the table 
and thought it should be placed 
in our pockets. Three turned 
into two; Mike Baxter and Allen 

Bushnell together decided that 
extra money would go to a worthy 
charity. It was an easy decision 
to give the proceeds to Monterey 
Bay Salmon and  
Trout Project.

As the years 
evolved so 
has the event. 
Today's Sand 
Crab Classic 
is limited to 
the first 300 
participants, 
has over 30 
volunteers and 
donates $5000 

per year to MBSTP. The current 
event platform is stable and 
a functioning fun event. With 
a desire for more upper level 
organization and support it has 
been decided to re-designate 
Monterey Bay Salmon and Trout 
Project as the Host of the event.

Change of Guard
By Mike Baxter

Looking forward to many more years 
of fishing, friends, and food at the Sand 
Crab Classic Perch Derby! Photo credits to 
Locked on Photography.

Save the Date
=

November 9, 2019

=

Albacore 
Feed

Sand Crab Classic will 
continue as it has for the 
prior years and all proceeds 
will go to MBSTP.
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Left: Teachers in training.. 
Bottom: STEP 2-Day Training Evaluation.

The first year of the STEP 
relaunch was a wild and fun ride! 
We had some challenges, some 
spectacular successes,  
and learned some lessons.  
Here’s what you could call our 
“Annual Report”.

Two-day STEP Training: We 
planned and delivered a two-day 
teacher training in September 
2018. Lesson plan and content 
training was for a full day at the 
NOAA/UCSC Southwest Fisheries 
Science Center. The second day 
we met on the banks of the San 
Lorenzo River in Henry Cowell 
State Park and worked with the 
teachers on Biomonitoring, 
Stream Flow, Stream Mapping, 

Water Chemistry Testing,  
and a salmonid migration 
obstacle course.

The use of the NOAA Southwest 
Fisheries facility was donated by 
NOAA as an in-kind contribution. 
A volunteer from the FishBio 
organization acted as a “go-fer” 
and photographer on both 

training days as an in-kind 
donation and was so impressed 
that afterwards he wrote a story 
for the FishBio blog. Sandwiches 
were donated by Deluxe Foods 
in Aptos, and apples were 
donated by Wild Roots in Felton. 
Starbucks in Scotts Valley and 
Aptos donated hot coffee and tea 
on both training days.

74% of teachers evaluated the 
training through a survey:

Teacher Support: Support took 
place at San Antonio Elementary 
in Lockwood, Santa Cruz Gardens 
Elementary in Soquel, and for 
Ben Painter and Los Paseos 
schools in Scotts Valley, and in 
Pacific Grove for Robert Down 
Elementary. The Education 
Coordinator met with teachers 
for 3 hours after school to 
practice setting up and delivering 
classroom STEP lessons.

Conservation projects by 
participating teachers  
and students:

Wrapping up the First 
Year of STEP Relaunch

By Meg Seibert, Education + Outreach Coordinator
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• Habitat restoration at Natural 
Bridges State Beach

• Beach clean-up and beach 
protection work with Sea Otter 
Savvy at Moss Landing  
State Beach

• Beach clean-up with Save Our 
Shores at Palm State Beach

• Trash pick-up at Lake  
San Antonio

• Water conservation projects 
in collaboration with GetWise.
org at Los Paseos school

• Micro trash and plastics beach 
clean-up at Carmel River  
State Beach

• Micro trash and plastics beach 
clean-up at Rancho del Oso/
Waddell Creek State Beach.

Field Studies: Provided STEP 
Team support to teachers during 
field experiences and community 
stewardship activities with 
students to build their field 
expertise: water sampling with 
physical and chemical testing, 
field studies at an estuary, and 
participation in a stewardship 

Carmel. STEP provided a team of 
3-4 Field Trainers for each trip, 
including our Executive Director, 
Ben Harris, two naturalists, 
Richard Tejeda and Scott Webb, 
and Education Coordinator, 
Meg Seibert. The President of 
the Carmel River Steelheader’s 
Association met with students 
during one field trip and talked 
about the history of Steelhead 
in the Carmel River and recent 
projects to improve habitat. A 
conservation activity was built 
into the schedule for each field 
study trip.

• 84% of students showed 
increased watershed 

activity. Students took a pre-trip 
survey to determine what their 
needs were, then the Education 
Coordinator collaborated with 
the teachers to plan the schedule 
of activities. Field Notebooks 
were created for each trip. Field 
studies took place at Rancho del 
Oso/Waddell Creek State Beach 
in Davenport, Garland Ranch 
Regional Park in Carmel Valley, 
and Carmel River State Beach in 

I have tried 10 companies’ NGSS environmentally-
based science curriculum. The STEP lessons are 
clearly written, well aligned, and very engaging. 
They tie place-based investigation to developing 
science and engineering practices, cross-cutting 
concepts, and content. Although this year they 
were written for 3rd-5th grade, lessons were 
easily modified to challenge my middle school 
students. This is the strongest environmental 
curriculum I have come across. 
~Denise Hardoy, San Antonio Elementary, Middle School Science Teacher

Students and teachers running through a 
STEP program

STEP continued on Page 12
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MBSTP member Matt McCaslin with a 
nice king salmon. Our salmon release 
program provides a meaningful benefit to 
local Monterey Bay fisheries. 
 
Note that two of the four fish in the 
picture are adipose fin-clipped indicating 
that they are hatchery produced, and 
likely a result of the MBSTP “Salmon 
Enhancement” Program.

Monterey Bay Salmon and Trout 
Project continues to participate 
with and promote the Chinook 
Salmon Enhancement. There has 
been a great deal of change and 
evolution during my tenure and 
involvement in the project and 
there are more changes in  
our future. 

At the beginning of the new 
millennia MBSTP was operating 
three Net Pen release points in 
the Monterey Bay. Monterey 
Harbor release operation 
became overrun with Sea 
Lions and Harbor Seals. Moss 
Landing Harbor release became 
clogged with sea grasses due to 
increased nitrogen and change 
in environmental classification 
of Elkhorn Slough. Santa Cruz 
Harbor release operations 
terminated due to conflict 
of interest with then Harbor 
Administration. Cooperation for 
Chinook Enhancement between 
new SC Harbor Administration 
and MBSTP has returned and we 
are grateful for their help  
and support. 

Chinook Release techniques 
and parameters have evolved 
dramatically. MBSTP now loads 
Salmon smolts into a mobile 
Net Barge and releases them 

immediately 
outside the SC 
Harbor mouth. 
We donated our 
stationary Net 
Pen to a group 
on Siskiyou Lake 
in Northern 
California who 
raise and release 
lake trout. A 
new program 
involving direct 
release of 
Chinook Salmon 
off the SC 
Wharf is being 
investigated. 

Our greatest Salmon 
Enhancement challenge today is 
permitting and permission from 
State, Federal and local authority. 
MBSTP Executive Director Ben 
Harris has successfully taken on 
this expensive time-consuming 
challenge. His dedication to 
MBSTP Goals and Programs will 
be key to MBSTP success. 

Visit our Website and Facebook 
for new information on 
MBSTP Programs progress and 
accomplishments.

Chinook Salmon 
Enhancement

By Bob Anderson
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Every single coho salmon that 
returns to spawn south of San 
Francisco Bay is a living success 
story, a testament to endurance. 
Not long ago, runs of Central 
California coho salmon were so 
reduced that there was a real 
threat that these iconic fish 
could go extinct in our local 
watersheds. Thanks in large part 
to the efforts of MBSTP and our 
partner agencies, coho salmon 
still return to spawn in coastal 
streams like Scott, Waddell and 
Gazos Creeks. Habitat restoration 
efforts in these streams have 
also helped coho salmon along 
their road to recovery. Local 
watersheds that just a few years 
ago had dwindling runs of coho 
salmon (approaching 0 fish) 
have now begun to see increasing 

numbers of returning adults and 
successful natural spawning. 

MBSTP has continued working 
to provide the greatest 
possible benefit to native coho 
salmon possible through our 
conservation hatchery program. 
This has included experimenting 
with different release strategies, 
continually upgrading facilities 
at Kingfisher Flat, refining 
spawning, incubation, and 
rearing methods to improve the 
conservation hatchery program. 
We are proud to be a part of the 
recovery of local coho salmon 
populations, and we are grateful 
for the ongoing cooperation with 
our partner agencies (NOAA 
Fisheries Ecology Division, 
CDFW, and FRGP).

Examples of successful 
conservation hatchery programs 
have been popping up across the 
western US. Lahontan Cutthroat 
Trout and Snake River sockeye 
salmon are two examples of 
hatchery programs that have 
helped benefit struggling fish 
populations. With a long-term 
mindset and the steadfast 
support of our membership, 
the MBSTP coho program could 
stand as another big victory for 
endangered salmon!

It is going to take everyone- 
from management agencies, 
to nonprofits like MBSTP, to 
businesses and members of the 
local community (like you!) to 
continue the great work of our 
conservation hatchery. The 
coho conservation program 
is just one way that MBSTP is 
working to support and recover 
native salmon populations of 
the Monterey Bay region. You 
can be a part of this great work 
by volunteering, becoming a 
member, or donating to MBSTP.

Our conservation hatchery 
program has helped prevent  
the local extinction of native 
coho salmon- talk about a 
success story!

Coho Conservation Hatchery 
Helps Save The Species!

By Ben Harris

MBSTP's Kingfisher Flat conservation 
hatchery is helping save endangered coho 
salmon on our part of the coast.



MBS&TP Newsletter

8

Ha! Ha! Gotcha there!!! (snicker 
chortle) It’s called the passage 
of time... just as time has passed 
and instead of #25, or #32, or 
#39, we are now embarking on 
our 42nd Annual Albacore Feed!! 
We keep going too!

This event happens to be one 
of our most profitable—filled 
with anticipation of what will be 
available for the silent auction 
and raffle tables! The regular 
guests have their routine down: 
#1) stand in line, wait for the 
front doors to open, #2) buy their 
dinner tickets and drink tickets, 
#3) slide on down to the raffle 
ticket table, #4) deposit their 
dinner ticket stub into the Door 
Prize buckets, #5) walk on over to 
the bar area for favored libations, 
beer or soft drinks or cool, pure 
water, #6) and finally enter 
the cavernous Castroville Rec 

Center that welcomes up to 300 
guests, 100 silent auction items, 
and ladened raffle tables of the 
freshest local artichokes, brussel 
sprout stalks, wines, restaurant 
certificates and fishing doo-
dads! And of course, the search 
for friends, buds, and family 
begin! The roar of conversation 
crescendos as Mike Baxter, our 
great MC, tries to restore “order 
in the house” to impart some 
of our accomplishments for the 
year! No one’s interested! (poor 
Mike! but he is entertaining! 
LISTEN UP!) They just want to 
sit back, sip their drinks, walk 
around and see who’s bid ahead 
of their $1 bid and then start 
a bidding war! (bring on the 
pettiness!!) It’s a routine that 
hasn’t changed in all these years! 
#42 is upon us! And we’re headed 
to #50 if those who have been 

generous with us all of these 
years, continue to be in  
the future.

Our donors make this event 
happen! They are posted on the 
wall at The Feed  —do take a look! 
One of these years, I’m going 
to write an entire Feed article, 
using only the names of our 
contributors! Should be alot of 
fun and burn a few brain cells  
at that.

So! COME ONE, COME ALL! HELP 
SUPPORT ONE OF THE BEST 
CAUSES IN MONTEREY BAY! 
THE MONTEREY BAY SALMON & 
TROUT PROJECT!! And, pay your 
respects to the hard work of the 
Castroville Rotary Club! Without 
their efforts, this wouldn’t 
happen either!

If you receive this newsletter and 
have something that you would 
like on our raffle table or in our 
silent auction, call me: 831-331-
5586, or Ben Harris, our Executive 
Director: 831-531-2051, or Larry 
Wolf: 831-662-4257, and we’ll do 
our best to get it on the list!

Thank you so much! And please, 
patronize our donors!

See you there! Mary

42 years means a lot of great memories 
with friends- thanks to our members and 
supporters for making it possible!

42!! OR SINCE WHEN ??? 
did I begin buying a 42" waist?!?!

By Mary Hermansky
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We had a winter with above 
“normal” rainfall and a relatively 
large spring rain. However, that 
still wasn’t enough to get a couple 
area creeks through the summer 
without sections drying up.

The two creeks I’m referring to 
are Corralitos Creek between 
Browns Valley Bridge and Varni 
Bridge and Bean Creek from 
Morgan Run downstream.  
Both of these creeks are well 
known to be very productive 
Steelhead streams! 

First let me explain the way 
we capture the Steelhead. Jon 
Jankovitz (CDFW with the ghost 
buster back pack) electro-shocks 
the water to stun the fish. 
Then quickly they are netted 
and placed in aerated 5-gallon 
buckets. When the containers 
are at capacity, they are carefully 
carried along the stream bed to 
our waiting truck where they are 
placed in ice chests and closely 

monitored for their wellbeing 
(they are protected under the 
Endangered Species Act). At the 
end of the day, we outplant the 
fish in a suitable habitat in the 
watershed, generally up stream 
of the rescue site.

Our first rescue this season was 
at Corralitos Creek on July 12th.

Young-of-Year (YOY)  379

1 Year Plus 33

Adults 2

Second rescue Bean Creek on 
September 20th. 

Young-of-Year 554

1 Year Plus 4

That’s a total of over 1,000 
Natural Origin Steelhead that 
now at least have a chance to 
survive and to come back in a 
few years to complete their life 
cycle! We may not be done! We 
pulled out of Bean at Morgan’s 
Run. Upstream from that point 

had sufficient flow for at least 
a few more weeks. We may not 
have to do a rescue depending on 
the weather and mother nature. 
It would be best for the young 
Steelhead to stay in the creek, 
but weekly monitoring will be 
necessary to make sure flows are 
sufficient. If needed the rescue 
crew will be ready to do it again!!

We owe a big thank you to Jon 
Jankovitz (CDFW) and Kristen 
Kittleson (Santa Cruz County) 
as both are supportive of MBSTP 
and our Mission! A special thanks 
to our volunteers who made the 
rescue possible!!

This is our fifth rescue in three 
years and it seems like there’ll 
be many more in the years 
to come! These rescues have 
come to be a very important 
part of MBSTP’s mission, not to 
mention, critically important to 
our Steelhead Trout resource! 

RESCUE!!
By Chuck Backman

Left: Our steelhead rescues wouldn't  
be possible without our incredible 
volunteer crews! 
Below: MBSTP has saved thousands 
of juvenile fish like these from drying 
streams in Santa Cruz County. Doing our 
part to recover native steelhead.
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For decades, volunteers from the 
Monterey Bay Salmon & Trout 
Project stood watch at the Felton 
Diversion as steelhead made 
their annual spawning migration 
each winter. From the late 1980’s 
through 2015, if you wanted to 
know how many adult steelhead 
had returned to the San Lorenzo 
River each season, your best bet 
would be to ask a volunteer from 
the MBSTP fish trapping crews. 
This winter, MBSTP volunteers 
will return to Felton to reclaim 
our mantle as stewards of the 
largest steelhead run in Santa 
Cruz County. 

To recover this iconic run, we 
first need a solid idea of just 
how many adult steelhead 
return to the river to spawn each 
year. Local water districts and 
municipal entities currently have 

programs in place to monitor 
juvenile steelhead in the San 
Lorenzo. However, state and 
federal agencies do not provide 
funding to support fisheries 
monitoring at the level needed 
for local watersheds. Without 
the initiative of citizen scientists 
(like MBSTP volunteers!), 
we cannot get an accurate 
assessment of adult steelhead 
numbers in the river. 

Our qualified personnel and 
volunteers will operate the 
Felton trap this season to 
collect biological data in support 
of eventually resuming our 
responsibly-managed hatchery 
program. We may not be 
collecting broodstock yet- but 
the important data gathered by 
MBSTP this season (including 
size, genetics and run timing) will 

help inform management and 
conservation actions throughout 
the watershed, including our 
steelhead hatchery program.

Running the trap at Felton 
requires substantial manpower, 
planning, and expertise.  
MBSTP is undertaking this 
effort to provide accurate data 
on the adult steelhead in the 
San Lorenzo. With establishing 
an adult monitoring program, 
MBSTP will have started the 
monitoring program required 
for raising and releasing native 
steelhead once again. There 
are still substantial permitting 
hurdles that remain before 
achieving that ultimate goal. 
However, running the Felton trap 
this season will be a huge step in 
the right direction for  
our membership, volunteers,  
and steelhead in the  
San Lorenzo River!

MBSTP has been working for over 
40 years to conserve and recover 
native steelhead of the San 
Lorenzo River, and you can be a 
part of it!

If you are interested in 
volunteering at the Felton 
steelhead trap this winter, 
please call: 831-531-2051 or 
e-mail: Director@mbstp.org. 
Thanks!

Stewards of the  
San Lorenzo

By Ben Harris

What we are trying to save—MBSTP's 
monitoring program at Felton will help 
recover San Lorenzo steelhead.
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range. It is the edge for many 
environmental reasons that the 
species has trouble adapting to. 
Salmon are hardy, and adaptable, 
but they need our help in many 
new and inventive ways. The 
conservation hatchery operated 
in a way to integrate with native 
populations, and support the 
numbers of adult spawning 
fish, applied with caution may 
be an important supportive 
tool, but habitat enhancement 
projects need to be effective and 
developed at appropriate scale 
in order to see real recovery. 
Steelhead can spawn and rear 

Stronghold by Tucker Malarkey 
(Spiegel & Grau 2019) is a 
beautifully told tale about Guido 
Rahr and his quest to save the 
remaining naturally functioning 
wild salmon populations of 
the Pacific Basin. His effort 
resulted in the creation of the 
Wild Salmon Center, now one 
of the most effective efforts 
at protecting the best of the 
remaining wild salmon habitat. 
Malarkey’s engaging style makes 
for a very fun read about her 
beloved and unusual cousin 
(Guido). She paints a vivid 
picture of a completely absorbed 
naturalist with a passion for 
salmon and superlative fly-
fishing abilities. The descriptions 
of salmon fishing in the rivers of 
Kamchatka are spellbinding. Also 
imparted are fascinating views 
of what a maximally productive 
salmon river looks like and how 
it functions. There is a huge 
amount of really interesting 
information about salmon and 
salmon conservation in this 
book, but it reads more like a 
novel than a natural history 
book. It is heartening to hear of 
someone so passionate about 
salmon conservation being so 

successful primarily by force 
of will, focus, and effort. Guido 
Rahr’s work is inspiring to all of 
us who believe that the system 
of salmon is well worth every 
effort to conserve and support. 
The amazing connection and 
transfer of energy and nutrients 
between ecosystems that is 
so effectively created by the 
lifecycle of abundant 
salmon populations 
is vast in area, 
encompassing most 
of the North Pacific 
Ocean and watersheds 
of adjacent continents 
and islands, is well 
worth what it takes  
to conserve and 
support it. 

Here on Monterey 
Bay, at the southern 
edge of the vast 
salmon range 
river ecosystems 
are substantially 
impacted, salmon 
imperiled. The salmon 
tribes of this area 
have nearly always 
been at risk. That 
comes with living 
at the edge of your 

Stronghold A Perspective 
From the Edge
A Book Review & Discussion

By Mathers Rowley

Stronghold continued on Page 16
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MBSTP would like to say a huge 
THANK YOU to Sereno Group for 
the substantial contribution they 
made to MBSTP through their 1% 
For Good Charitable Foundation 
this year! 

Sereno Group has been a 
long-standing ally of local 
charitable causes. Their 1% For 
Good Foundation supports our 
community by pledging 1% of 
realtor commissions to charitable 
organizations doing great work 
right here in Santa Cruz County! 
Through this Foundation, Sereno 
Group has donated over $2.5 
million to over 190 non-profit 
organizations since 2012.

MBSTP has been working 
to recover native salmon 

and steelhead 
populations of the 
Monterey Bay region 
since 1977, and we 
are proud to have 
the strong support 
of businesses 
like Sereno 
Group. Without 
contributions from 
local businesses 
and members of the 
public, MBSTP would 
not be able to carry 
on our mission of 
conservation.

When you’re making choices 
as a customer, remember 
businesses like Sereno Group 
that are investing in the local 
environment and community.

Thank you again to all of the 
realtors and employees at Sereno 
Group- your contribution will 
help MBSTP to a lot of good for 
local salmon and steelhead!

To learn more about the 1% For 
Good Foundation, visit:  
https://www.serenogroup.
com/OnePercent

THANK YOU  
SERENO GROUP!

By MBSTP

The Sereno Group team presenting 
a check to Ben Harris with their 1% 
charitable donation. 
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Serving California 
Since 1966
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Consider checking out:  

https://mavensnotebook.
com/

California has an independent 
water news aggregating 
website.   About 2 years 
ago I found “Maven’s 
Notebook.”   It is an 
independent, reader 
funded website that 
collects a great deal 
of news from around 
California and the West 
that relates to water 
quality, quantity, policy 
and politics.  

I have “Maven’s 
notebook” email on my 
desktop every morning.  
I have found that the 
news is up to date, and 
unbiased.   One of the 
best aspects is that 
the website provides a 

link through to the news source 
article itself.  I can read the news 
from Sacramento or Los Angeles 
or wherever- directly from the 
local newspaper.

Water is a fascinating subject  
and it is also very difficult to 
get to the facts.   This website  
provides a definite service to 
those of us concerned about 
California’s water.

Interested in water?
By Scott McGilvray

Left: A screenshot of the website. 
 
Below: Some background information on 
the proprietor, Chris Austin.
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WESTWIND

Saltwater Sport Fishing
Whale Watching

Special Charters & Excursions

Charter Sport Fishing
& Excursions

Request Reservations Online or Call Captain Ron 
(831) 392-7867

MONTEREYSPORTFISHING.COM

Fresh, Local, Sustainable Seafood
Delivered to your home or business. 

To learn more and sign-up visit our website: 

www.getocean2table.com 
There is no long-term commitment necessary! 

1.408.286.2800
Rosendin.com

(SAN JOSE CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS)  
LICENSE NUMBER 142881

Rosendin strives to remain on the 
cutting edge of electrical technology.

https://www.rosendin.com/
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CWT requires equipment training 
and hands-on experience, so 
we’re hoping volunteers to this 
program will come back for 
multiple seasons.

Tagging at the hatchery occurs 
each season (Nov-Dec), and 
thousands of fish need to be 
tagged before being released. 
These tags help MBSTP assess 
performance and successes of the 
coho program by telling us where 
fish go after being released from 
the hatchery, and how many 
adults are returning to spawn 
in local watersheds. This is a 
critical monitoring component 
of our hatchery program, and 
it supports the recovery of 
endangered coho salmon in 
coastal streams in our area. 

Experience handling juvenile 
salmon or working at a hatchery 
is a plus- but not required.  

volunteer orientation/training at 
our hatchery in early December. 
Volunteers will be trained to 
handle adult salmon/trout, use 
electric fish-handling gloves, and 
safely operate the fish trapping 
facility at the Felton Diversion.

Experience handling adult 
steelhead is a plus- we’re hoping 
that anglers who enjoy fishing 
the San Lorenzo will jump at the 
chance to support the resource 
they enjoy every season. This is a 
great opportunity to participate 
in ‘citizen science’ and  
help MBSTP recover local 
steelhead populations!

For more information about 
either of these volunteer 
opportunities, please e-mail: 
director@mbstp.org or call: 
(831)-531-2051.

All that’s really needed is a  
desire to help MBSTP conserve 
coho salmon of the Monterey  
Bay region!

San Lorenzo River adult 
steelhead monitoring at 
Felton

Help MBSTP’s steelhead recovery 
program by assisting us with 
adult steelhead monitoring in the 
San Lorenzo River watershed! We 
will be operating the fish trap at 
the City of Santa Cruz’s Felton 
Diversion to provide monitoring 
data for our proposed steelhead 
hatchery program in the  
San Lorenzo. 

Running the fish trap at Felton 
is hard work- volunteers should 
be prepared to commit to at 
least three 8-hour ‘trapping 
days’ during the peak of the San 
Lorenzo steelhead run (Jan-
Mar). We will also be holding a 

Volunteer continued from Page 2

in creeks as far south as Malibu. 
They can adapt to some of what 
climate change will bring. If 
we that care for Monterey Bay 
Steelhead can provide for basic 
needs, they may well be able to 
adapt fast enough to be stable 
thriving in our landscape.         

Stronghold continued from Page 11 Salmon News 
Roundup

Here are more articles you might want to peruse:

San Joaquin Spring Run Chinook Rebound
http://www.restoresjr.net/2019-record-spring-run-redds/

CA Salmon Season Boom
https://www.apnews.com/c643b3ae28dc49e28e84f3b93e6f10d2

Status Perspective
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/environment/hostile-wa-
ters-orcas-chase-a-memory-of-salmon-to-california/
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7501 Sandholdt Rd, Moss Landing, CA 95039 
831-633-2417 

www.mosslandingboatworks.com 

FULL service Boat yard

Including repairs, maintenance, 

Marine supplies, fishing gear AND 

Fuel dock. 

Marine Service center including: 

Diesel repair shop 

Gas Outboard/inboard repair shop 

Canvas/sail shop 

Metal fabrication 

Do it yourself service or let us do it for you! 

FULL SERVICE BOAT YARD
INCLUDING REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE, MARINE SUPPLIES,  

FISHING GEAR AND FUEL DOCK.

MARINE SERVICE CENTER INCLUDING:
DIESEL REPAIR SHOP

GAS OUTBOARD/INBOARD REPAIR SHOP

CANVAS/SAIL SHOP

METAL FABRICATION

DO IT YOURSELF SERVICE OR LET US DO IT FOR YOU!

2 Deer Path Way Cell: 408-603-0022
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
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knowledge; 54% showed 
increased knowledge  
of estuaries. 

• 84% of teachers learned field 
studies through our training 
on the San Lorenzo River. 
39% gained more experience 
conducting field studies with 
their students.

• 44% of students surveyed 
showed increased knowledge 
of salmonids.

• 74% of students  
surveyed showed  
increased environmental  
stewardship values.

• 86% of participating teachers 
have implemented STEP 
lessons in their classrooms. 

Finances: We were successful 
in winning $50,000 in grants 
last year to support STEP! Our 
largest grant of $36,000 came 
from NOAA! Grants only cover 
about 65% of our program costs 
though, so the Board voted to 

A BIG SHOUT OF 
THANKS TO LAST 
YEAR'S STEP 
GRANTORS!!!

• Nancy Buck Ransom 
Foundation

• Upjohn California Fund

• Monterey Peninsula 
Foundation

• Monterey County Fish & Game 
Advisory Commission

• West Marine Blue Future

• NOAA Bay Watershed 
Education & Training

contribute operating funds to 
cover additional costs such as 
the grant writing and the work 
to align the curriculum with new 
science standards.

We are hard at work retooling our 
6th – 8th grade lesson plans and 
need funds for graphic design 
and publishing. Please contribute 
to support the program! This 
can be done at any time through 
our website: www.mbstp.org 
or Facebook page. If you don’t 
have the means to donate but 
would like to be involved in your 
community, the STEP program is 
in need of a volunteer or intern, 
not more than 8-10 hours per 
week. If you’re interested, please 
email STEP@mbstp.org. Thanks 
for the support!

STEP (continued from Page 5)

Two students going through 
the STEP class project.
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Best Kept Secret on the Monterey Bay

KAHUNA
SPORTFISHING

In Moss Landing

E-mail: carol@KahunaSportfishing.com   |   Fishing Report: www.KahunaSportfishing.com

Kahuna: Clean 50' Fiberglass Boat
Limited Loads

Salmon • Albacore • Rockcod
(831) 633-2564

Membership Application
Membership categories and annual dues:

❏ Youth Under 18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 5
❏ Individual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 35
❏ Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 50
❏ Small Retailer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 50
❏ Sponsor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100-250
❏ Corporate . . . . . $500, 1,000 or more

Name:  _________________________________

Address:  ________________________________

City: _________________ State: ____ Zip:  _____

Phone: _____________ Email:  _______________

My check for ______________ is enclosed.

I would like to volunteer to: ________________________________________________

101 Cooper St. 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

(831) 531-2051
www.mbstp.org = info@mbstp.org

“Without your immediate donations, we 
cannot continue at our current level of oper-
ations. Please continue to send your greatly 
needed contributions, and consider urging 
your friends to get on board with the project. 
Together we are all making a difference!!!”

—  Mathers Rowley, Chair 
and Bob Anderson, 
Vice Chair



Amplify it!
Please amplify your donation to MBSTP by making it 
through the Monterey County Community Foundation 
Program “Monterey Gives!” between November 7, 2019 
and the end of the year. 

Use your web browser to search “Monterey Gives 2019” on Nov. 7 or later this 

year to find an online donation portal and other instructions. You will be able 

to designate your donation to be 100% for MBSTP. The Monterey Community 

Foundation will then apply their matching funds to your donation thereby making 

your gift result in even greater benefit to MBSTP!

Thank you for your participation in “Monterey Gives” for the  

amplified benefit to MBSTP!

101 Cooper St.
Santa Cruz, California 95060

Return Service Requested

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
APTOS, CA 95003

PERMIT #5

www.mcgives.com/

http://www.mcgives.com/
http://www.mcgives.com/
http://www.mcgives.com/
http://www.mcgives.com/
http://www.mcgives.com/
http://www.mcgives.com/
http://www.mcgives.com/
http://www.mcgives.com/
http://www.mcgives.com/
http://www.mcgives.com/
http://www.mcgives.com/
http://www.mcgives.com/
http://www.mcgives.com/

