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Conserving and Enhancing the 
Salmon and Steelhead of the 

Monterey Bay

If you are taking the time with us 
to read this newsletter, chances 
are you already know that the 
vibrant health of our regional 
ecosystem depends substantially 
on the lives of salmon. Abundant 
Steelhead and Coho increase 
the vigor and productivity of 
our living watersheds. These 
iconic fish inspire awareness, 
stewardship and pride in our local 
resources. Broad and enthusiastic 
public engagement helps their 
tribe increase.

For more than 40 years, we at 
MBSTP have fought to maintain 
abundant salmon and steelhead 
for the Monterey Bay area. Our 
Salmon and Trout Education 
Program (STEP) ensures that 
the people of our region learn 

the value and importance of 
salmonids, and their support 
– your support – propels our 
scrappy, dedicated,  
effective organization. 

In a daunting time, we invite 
you to celebrate abundance! We 
are thrilled with our success in 
raising Coho at the Kingfisher 
Flat hatchery. These fish will help 
build local populations of Coho. 
Many adults were released to 
spawn in the wild this spring, and 
our incubating facilities were filled 
to capacity. We will be releasing 
many fry this year and likely a 
large group of smolts in 2021. We 
thank NOAA Fisheries, CDFW, and 

Streams continued on Page 2

Streams of Abundance
By Mat Rowley
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expand the abundance of our 
supporting members.  
Please help: be sure to renew 
your $35 membership, and 
when you do, ask your friends to 
become members too! A devoted 
membership that is as broad and 
vibrant as our watersheds will 
ensure that our recovery efforts 
bring us a future of abundant 
salmon and steelhead!

FRGP for the funding and support 
that make this work possible!

The abundance of King Salmon 
smolts we will release into the 
Bay this year will also increase, 
with releases in two locations 
– so the fish will have diverse 
opportunities for potentially 
greater success.

The abundance of students 
enjoying the rich and inspiring 
STEP curriculum has increased by 
586, and potentially many more 
– as we roll out our virtual field 
trip opportunities: a resource 
available to even more learners. 

Even as schools have had to close 
their doors, we are opening up 
windows into the wide, wild world 
of our watersheds for our kids.

Our Steelhead Program enjoyed 
an abundance of volunteers 
helping to estimate the number 
of returning adults. The low flows 
during the peak of the run made 
the Felton fish trap unusable,  
so additional monitoring 
techniques will need to be added, 
expanding our efforts to increase 
steelhead abundance.

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
led to a scarcity of resources for 
many, so our goal for 2020 is to 

Streams continued from Page 1
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Planting carcasses in the stream provides 
important nutrients that help support 
future generations of salmon!

For What reason?  
Actually, Many!

During our annual coho spawning 
procedures, we end up with spent 
carcasses.  In the past, these 
have been disposed of at a land 
fill (since they cannot be used for 
food).  Thinking this was a waste, 
and after learning about the 
benefits of carcasses and river 
ecology, MBSTP decided to do 
something about it.

So, what good are carcasses?  As 
we all know, most of the weight 
gain (biomass) of salmon is 
during their time spent in the 
ocean.  When they return to 
spawn, it’s a way of transferring 
these ocean derived nutrients 
from the ocean to their natal 
streams.  When the salmon 
die after spawning, their body 
breaks down feeding aquatic 
invertebrates which in turn feed 

young salmon.  Even the  
young salmon feed on the 
decaying body.

The carcasses are also a 
valuable source of nitrogen and 
phosphorous which feed algae 
as well as willows along streams 
creating suitable habitat for 
fish.  Mammals benefit from this 
food source also, dragging these 
salmon out of the stream bed and 

fertilizing an even larger area 
with remnants and their waste.

Each carcass was staked in 
the stream, GPS located, and 
marked with a steel jaw tag 
for identification.  NOAA and 
Monterey Bay Aquarium are 
collaborating in a study tracking 
DNA in the stream.  Their 
ultimate goal is a low-cost way 
to detect DNA through water 
samples, thus detecting what fish 
are present in a given stream.

This last spawning season, 
MBSTP was able to place over 
30 coho carcasses in Scott and 
Big Creek.  By doing this, we are 
improving the ecology of our 
local water shed and ultimately, 
more coho and steelhead!

Carcass Seeding??
By Chuck Backman

MBS&TP Newsletter
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Chinook salmon smolts at the Mokelumne 
River Hatchery. Every one of these fish 
will be individually marked & tagged to 
provide information on survival, ocean 
harvest, and river returns.

This year's Chinook Salmon 
season is most unusual. The 
season was delayed just days 
before scheduled opening due to 
the pandemic CORONAVIRUS. 
The good news is great Chinook 
Salmon fishing is predicted when 
the season does open as Chinook 
Salmon hatchery returns were 
abundant in 2017.

Monterey Bay Salmon and Trout 
Project has been approved to 
release 160,000 young Chinook 
Salmon into the Monterey Bay 
from Santa Cruz and 160,000 
from Monterey. MBSTP release 
permissions this year were 
secured through efforts and 
diligence of MBSTP Executive 
Director Ben Harris. We 
appreciate his tenacity and 
hard work. Permissions and 

allocations for releases require 
applications and approvals from 
a myriad of Local, State and 
Federal bureaucracies.

The source of fish for our release 
and other releases on the west 
coast south of the Golden Gate 
Bridge is Mokelumne Hatchery 
east of Lodi. Approximately 8,000 
returning Chinook were spawned 
at Mokelumne Hatchery in 
November and 
December for 
over 8 million 
eggs fertilized 
to produce 7 
million young 
Chinook. Four 
million fish 
will be used 
for mitigation 
projects and 

three million fish are designated 
for release projects. MBSTP will 
release 160,000 young Chinook 
Salmon from both Santa Cruz and 
Monterey into the Monterey Bay. 
Pillar Point in Half Moon Bay will 
release 750,000 and the balance 
will be released at Ft. Baker and 
other designated locations.

MBSTP is looking forward 
to a great Chinook Salmon 
season this year once it opens. 
Additionally, we hope for some 
wet weather and ideal ocean 
conditions so our Monterey Bay 
releases this year will provide 
healthy robust adult fish for 
Sport and Commercial fishing 
in 2023. Continued help and 
support from our members and 
constituency is very  
much appreciated.

A Most Unusual Chinook 
Salmon Season–2020

By Bob Anderson

2 Deer Path Way Cell: 408-603-0022
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
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Seibert and cooperation by the 
NOAA grant manager, our grant 
funds were reallocated from 
bus and classroom support to 
fund production for virtual field 
trips. We are doing all we can to 

Education Interrupted – Not!
By Mat Rowley

With great thanks to our funders, 
staff and volunteers – our 
redeveloped Salmon and Trout 
Education Program (STEP) 
continued its exciting launch 
this year! Following the two-day 
teacher training last November, 
twenty new teachers in twelve 
schools began engaging 586 
students. The revised curriculum, 
now aligned with Next 
Generation Science Standards 
(NGSS), was inspiring young 
people to become champions  
for salmon and steelhead, 
becoming good watershed 
stewards while getting a high-
quality science education. 

Then: Bam! Schools closed.  

Classroom support for new 
teachers and field trips were 
canceled. Field trips are the high 
point for the students, providing 
a vital connection with the fish 
and the environment we all 
share. Richard Tejeda, our field 
naturalist, is great at inspiring 
young people during these 
outings. Fortunately, Richard is 
well-versed in leading “virtual 
field trips” as well and is doing 
so in response to the “Shelter-in 
Place” order. 

MBSTP is providing students 
and their parents detailed lesson 
plans with science activities to 
do at home, in preparation for 

six virtual field trips that will be 
lead by Richard. These are done 
live from the river-bank via 
Zoom and are very interactive, 
in an inquiry-driven style. 
Students ask questions and make 
observations in real-time, while 
Richard zooms the camera in 
on the river features. Thus, the 
world of salmon is brought to 
the student’s homes. The series 
begins with Segment 1: “Where 
a Salmon’s Life Begins and 
Ends” providing 
a detailed look at 
the river habitat 
where salmon 
spawn. The five 
additional weekly 
segments follow 
the salmonid 
lifecycle down the 
river, through the 
estuary, and out 
to sea. Links to 
carefully selected 
YouTube videos 
supplement the 
virtual discovery 
sessions, so 
students will be 
able to see live 
salmon in various 
stages of activity 
and development. 
Thanks to the 
quick action 
of our STEP 
coordinator Meg 

STEP teachers participate in one of our 
field training days. The STEP program 
is branching out to provide ‘virtual field 
trips’ for at-home learning opportunities 
for local students!

Education continued on Page 16
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THE A-B-C’s of a 
SUCCESSFUL EVENT  

or Remembering When People Gathered In One Place At One Time!!
By Mary Hermansky, Once-Upon-A-Time Event Coordinator!

CLASS! LISTEN UP! Time to 
review and keep in mind until 
we homo sapiens can gather 
once again in LARGE GROUPS, 
what comprises a successful 
fundraising event!  Fortunately, 
by the next time we dip our 
toes back into the waters of 
standing closer than 6-feet apart 
and not looking like bandits, 
the 43rd Albacore Feed will be 
allowed once again in November! 
Hopefully!

But beginning with the letter 
“A”, the first ingredient 
of any event’s success is: 
APPRECIATION!!  That goes 
from the head chef, Dr. Linden 
K. Ishii, DDS, and his Castroville 
Rotary sous-chefs, to the sons 
and daughters of Mary Jane 
Thompson Rogers, whose father 
and husband founded The Project 
in 1974, on down to us, the 
lowly floor-sweepers after our 
supporters have left, auction and 
raffle items in hand.

Which brings me to the next level 
of APPRECIATION:  (skip “B” & 
“C”, onto “D”!!)

OUR DONORS

Given the list, another newsletter 
publication would be needed!

The best we can do right 
now while most businesses 
are struggling under the 
new guidelines of restrictive 
interaction is to encourage 
patronizing, as is allowed, your 
usual vendors, many of whose 
names you saw at our event - The 
Shadowbrook and Crow’s Nest 
Restaurants, “Gabriella’s” 
and Dharma’s Natural Foods 
Restaurant plus Santa Cruz 
Diner and Companion Bakeshop 
in Santa Cruz along with 
Shopper’s Corner, Palapas 
Cantina and Manuel’s in Aptos, 
Cafe Cruz and Discretion 
Brewing Co. plus Sawasdee Thai 
Cuisine in Soquel, Gilda’s on the 
Santa Cruz Wharf, Bert Cutino’s 
Sardine Factory in Monterey, 
along with Grasing’s and Katy’s 
Place in Carmel, Happy Girl 
Kitchen Company and Vivolo’s 
Chowder House in Pacific Grove, 
Moss Landing Cafe in Moss 
Landing along with Phil’s Fish 
Market, Nepenthe in Big Sur, 
and the Stillwater Restaurant in 
Pebble Beach. And don’t forget 

the Wild Roots Market and 
Scopazzi’s Italian Restaurant up 
in Boulder Creek and the Whale 
City Bakery Bar & Grill up north 
in Davenport, and out yonder 
in Watsonville is the Elkhorn 
Brewing Company and Gizdich 
Ranch and Martinelli’s Apple 
Juice, purveyors of fine apple 
products- to name a few! Whew!

This doesn’t even cover our 
service businesses who gave 
generously - “A Tool Shed 
Equipment Rental” located 
throughout central California, 
or Santa Cruz County’s Lloyd’s 
Tire Service, El Estero Car Wash 
in Monterey, or Pettigrew & 
Folletta in Castroville, adding 
NAPA Auto Parts there too! 
And a salute to any Granite 
Construction truck that drives 
by! Without them, rebuilding 
after natural disasters isn’t a 
proposition! It’s a necessity! 
Along with a fixture from 
Riverside Lighting! And help 
from American AgCredit and 
Turner’s Outdoorsman in 
Salinas, and J&S Surplus in Moss 
Landing for your feast!  YUMM!!  
Artichokes courtesy of Ocean 
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Mist and Brussels sprouts from 
Rodoni Farms!  Double-YUM!

The most direct “farm-to-table” 
and related to our “Salmon 
& Trout Mission,” are our 
fishermen and those who run the 
“party boats”! YEAH!  Let’s hear 
it for them!  When we are allowed 
to congregate en masse again, 
please give Tom at Santa Cruz 
Charters, Skipper of “MEGA-
BITE”, a call!  Ring up the 
Stagnaro Charter Boats too!  Add 

Chris’ Fishing Trips in Monterey 
to your list!  Get your gear at The 
Tackle Box in Salinas or Coyote 
Bait and Tackle!  Kayakers- book 
a day with the Kayak Connection 
in Moss Landing & Santa Cruz!  
O’Neill Yacht Charters and 
Chardonnay Sailing Charters 
and PRINCESS CRUISES are 
awaiting your bookings!  It will be 
a flood in reverse!

I haven’t mentioned buying a 
book at BookShop Santa Cruz, 
a calendar from Paper Vision 
on Pacific Avenue, or a ticket 

for a show at Cabrillo Stage’s 
summer Broadway productions, 
or an evening with the Santa 
Cruz Symphony.  Maybe “AHH-
ing” at the Well Within Spa, 
Chaminade Resort, or Refuge 
Spa is your thing! And feeling the 
“OMMM” at Mountain Gifts of 
Nature up in Felton!  And don’t 
forget to PLAY GOLF with a set of 
clubs from Play It Again Sports 
(or see it played at an AT&T 
fundraiser tournament!) or go 

to the Santa 
Cruz Boardwalk 
or ride a train 
up at Roaring 
Camp!  Check 
out the Santa 
Cruz Warriors!  
Go fishing up 
in Dunsmuir 
while staying 
at the Cave 
Springs Resort, 
with another 
sojourn over 

to Garberville at the Benbow 
Historic Inn!  So much to do!

Listing towns and business 
locations, and TYPES of 
businesses, I hope you can see 
how widespread our support is 
and how important our efforts 
are to so many! There are 
those who love to put on their 
waders and slosh in the cold 
and cool waters in search of new 
fingerlings (and hopefully more 
each year!), while others gladly 
offer to share their labors over 
a hot stove, change a tire and a 

quart of oil, rebuild our roads, 
rent that rototiller to you, sing a 
song or make a violin’s strings 
bring joy to your heart!  Find 
your joy during these times!  And 
bring it to our next fundraising 
event however you want!

Oh, and somewhere, there is the 
rest of the alphabet!  You’ll find 
the “Z” in Scopazzi’s Restaurant 
in Boulder Creek!! Ha!
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The best we can do right 
now while most businesses 
are struggling under the 
new guidelines of restrictive 
interaction, is to encourage 
patronizing…

Keep in Mind
=

November 2020

=

Albacore 
Feed



The Federal Government is proposing to 
raise Shasta Dam by 18.5 ft.

California Water Focus
By Scott McGilvray

Dams are also being removed 
from California rivers. This article 
highlights the removal of San 
Clemente dam on the  
Carmel river. 

https://mavensnotebook.
com/2019/10/16/dam-removal-
dammed-if-you-do-dammed-if-
you-dont/ 

2. The Golden Gate Salmon 
Association is suing in federal 
court to block increased diversion 
of California waters in the Delta 
to farms located on the Western 
side of the San Joaquin valley. 
The Trump administration has 
reversed years of biological 
opinions that have held that 
more, not less water is needed 
to preserve Chinook Salmon 
and Central Valley Steelhead 
populations. The GSSA claims 
that the Trump administration 

Here are some substantive articles 
on topics of interest to those who 
care about water in California. 
Subjects include Dam removals 
and Dam raising, Water diversions 
for Agriculture imperil Salmon 
and Steelhead, and Atmospheric 
rivers and California weather. 

1. Raise Shasta Dam? The Federal 
Government is proposing to raise 
Shasta Dam by 18.5 ft. Raising 
the dam would increase storage 
behind Shasta Dam 13%. Raising 
the dam would also flood the 
lower section of the McCloud river 
and destroy the sacred grounds 
of the Winneman Wintu Tribe. 
This article reviews the long 
running controversy and provides 
an excellent and unemotional 
consideration of the proposal. 

https://mavensnotebook.
com/2020/04/08/the-shasta-
dam-raise-project-history/ 

reversed the opinion without any 
scientific basis: 

https://mavensnotebook.
com/2020/03/11/this-just-in-
golden-gate-salmon-association-
and-allies-seek-injunction-to-
stop-implementation-of-new-
biological-opinions/ 

3. Scientists are working to 
understand the Atmospheric 
rivers that provide California 
with its winter rainfall. Here 
are 2 articles that are helpful 
in understanding the weather 
patterns that affect California’s 
annual precipitation: 

First some recent  
science reporting:

https://cronkitenews.
azpbs.org/2019/12/13/
atmospheric-rivers-new-scale/

Then some information about long 
term drought patterns: 

https://www.kqed.org/
science/1962273/megadrought-
conditions-not-seen-for400-
years-have-returned-to-the-
west-scientists-say 

For more information on 
California water, here is the link to 
“Mavensnotebook”:

https://mavensnotebook.com/ 
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Brood-year 2020 coho alevins (photo 
courtesy of Ralph Carrasco).

Given that salmonid hatcheries 
are a necessary piece of the 
fisheries stock-management 
puzzle, here’s a crucial fact: of all 
the phases where salmonid fish 
hatchery-efforts exceed what 
occurs naturally, it’s the egg-
incubation phase that's most 
critical. Most hatcheries’ success 
rates in producing viable eggs 
and high survival to emergent-
fry stage significantly exceeds the 
very low rates that result from 
naturally produced redds. The 
husbandry-generated number 
(successfully developed emergent 
fry/number eggs fertilized) 
can sometimes approach 90% 
or higher, usually 60 to 90% is 
reached. In a redd, 30% survival 
to emergence is considered 
maximum. In a nutshell, the 
reason this is so is that in the 

hatchery setting, once viable 
eggs can be handled, dead eggs 
and alevins can be removed 
eliminating the potential for 
aquatic parasitic fungus to grow, 
spread and smother healthy eggs 
and fry. Obviously in a redd, there 
is no such access for that level of 
management.

This recently completed coho 
spawn season was a record-
setter; 104 female coho were 
successfully spawned yielding 
over 170,000 eggs. From that 
number, 108,000 eyed eggs 
developed that should produce 
70,000+ fry, another record 
number. This translates to a large 
number of coho at varying life 
stages being available for seeding 
area streams, since the hatchery 

only has capacity for 35,000 
smolt-size fish.

This season’s remarkable 
achievements resulted from the 
dedicated efforts and diligence 
of the “A-Team”, evolving 
efficiency and improvement 
in coho spawning processes 
are bringing about increased 
production and contribution of 
endangered coho from Kingfisher 
Flat Hatchery (KFH). For hatchery 
staff to have an experienced team 
to assist with a highly complex 
process bodes well for continued 
success. And it’s an honor and 
pleasure to work with them too!

Fish Culture Highlights

Current numbers of fish at 
Kingfisher Flat Hatchery:

• 104 captive coho females 
yielded over 172,000 eggs, a 
record amount for MBSTP’s 
Coho Recovery Program. 

• Almost 45,000 coho fry 
actively feeding and another 
estimated 30,000 in varying 
stages of development.

• 200 coho fry have been 
selected for eventual growth 
to captive coho brood fish 

State of the Hatchery
By Mark Galloway, MBSTP Hatchery Manager
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MBSTP captured some incredible 
steelhead at the Felton Diversion fish trap 
this winter. This dime-bright fish was 
sampled and released just hours after a 
January rain.

MBSTP continues making 
progress toward our ultimate 
goal of releasing steelhead to 
the San Lorenzo River once 
again. Supported by a dedicated 
volunteer crew, we were able to 
operate the Felton Diversion fish 
trap for the first time in several 
years. While the lack of rainfall 
in January & February and the 
ongoing public health situation 
prevented us from a full-scale 
trapping effort this year, we did 
lay the groundwork for an adult 
monitoring component in the 
San Lorenzo. We have shown 
that MBSTP is still able to collect 
and sample adult fish to support 
our steelhead program - a major 

step forward in the permitting & 
HGMP process.

We are continuing to work 
with agency partners at NOAA 
Fisheries, CDFW, and local 
entities to design and implement 
our steelhead hatchery program. 
This involves cooperation on the 
development of both adult and 
juvenile monitoring capabilities 
in the San Lorenzo River 
watershed. Data gained from 
these efforts will eventually help 
inform broodstock collection, 
hatchery practices, and release 
levels/locations.

A strong monitoring program 
will also make a major positive 
impact on long-term fisheries 

recovery efforts along the Central 
Coast. The San Lorenzo River is a 
critical ‘independent’ watershed 
for steelhead of the Monterey Bay 
region. Gaining a more complete 
understanding of steelhead in the 
San Lorenzo will enable MBSTP 
to resume our hatchery program, 
and also benefit fisheries 
management in the watershed 
(and the greater area) for years  
to come.

Much work remains to be done on 
the monitoring front, but MBSTP 
is progressing toward the final 
vision of an integrated steelhead 
hatchery program in the San 
Lorenzo River watershed. At full 
capacity, the MBSTP steelhead 
program will be able to release up 
to 36,000 juvenile steelhead to 
the watershed each season. This 
will provide a long-lasting and 
meaningful benefit to both the 
sport fishery and the steelhead 
run itself. We are looking forward 
to a bright future for the San 
Lorenzo River. Be a part of the 
success story by becoming an 
MBSTP member!

MBSTP’s Steelhead 
Program: Forging Ahead

By Ben Harris
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Logs are bolted in place to each other 
and to buried log. This large structure is 
designed to capture more large wood as it 
moves downstream.

At this site, many large logs were added 
to the creek channel. Most of it is out of 
the photo to the right. The volume and 
weight should keep this one stabilized for 
a very long time. The creek will scour a 
deep pool under the logs.

Zayante Creek 
Fish Habitat 
Improvement Project

By Mat Rowley

Since 1994 surveys have shown 
that Zayante Creek has had 
among the highest densities 
of juvenile steelhead of all 
the tributaries to the San 
Lorenzo. It is also considered 
to be a priority area for Coho 
recovery. The City of Santa Cruz 
owns some properties along 
the creek and in partnership 
with the County of Santa Cruz, 
The San Lorenzo Valley Water 
District, and the Santa Cruz 

Resource Conservation District 
constructed several instream 
large wood habitat improvement 
“structures”. These are designed 
to be stable in the creek with 
some tree trunks bolted together 
and others held in place by the 

sheer size of the installations. 
The structures mimic natural 
large wood in the creek and will 
create pools and refuge areas 
for the fish to hide and shelter. 
The structure designs were 
funded by the California Coastal 
Conservancy and the installation 
funded by a grant from the State 
Water Resources Control Board 
and Environmental Protection 
Agency. The work was completed 
late in 2019.

1111
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Mueller’s unique and rich prose 
takes a deep phenomenological 
look at salmon and humans and the 
relationship between them. The 
poetic narrative weaves together big 
ideas of philosophical and ecological 
literature seeking to bring us to a fresh 
perspective on our place in the natural 
order of life on earth. The separation 
and reduction of nature by cartesian 
philosophy put humans outside of 
the interconnected web of life. The 
result has put our biosphere at risk 
of failure by disharmony. Mueller’s 
book, an extension of his PhD thesis, 
seeks to reframe our perception and 
help us value a more assimilated 
status in nature. His own summation 
reveals his intentions with this work 
of literature:  

“The only refuge is the living world 
itself, in its fragility, its unruliness, 
its unpredictability, but also its 
beauty and wonder. This is a work of 
resistance, and of homecoming, and of 
asserting life’s irreducible fullness.”

Being Salmon, Being Human: 
Encountering the Wild in Us and Us in 
the Wild
Author: Martin Lee Mueller
A Book Review & Discussion

By Mathers Rowley
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An exhaustively researched 
chronicle of the relationship 
between salmon and humans 
over the course of history. 
It is liberally peppered with 
culinary recipes through the 
ages which seems quaint if a bit 

functional protection measures 
for the bounteous gift of nature. 
The industrial revolution brought 
a major shift of focus away 
from natural systems while 
simultaneously obliterating 
them. Kurlansky describes 
case-by-case all of the various 
ways that human endeavors 
have endangered the existence 
of natural salmon. While many 
answers for how to recover 
natural salmon populations exist, 
the solutions require large scale 
sacrifice on the part of humans. 
Yet, somehow, the majority of 
people understand that salmon 
recovery is extremely important 
as they are a keystone to a much 
larger system of ecological health 
that supports us in more ways 
than we know.

odd at first but is continually 
a reminder that humans have 
primarily considered the fish as 
a type of food. Tribal cultures 
recognized the extreme value 
of their seasonal salmon runs 
and maintained philosophic and 

Salmon: A Fish, the Earth, and the 
History of Their Common Fate
Author: Mark Kurlansky
A Book Review & Discussion

By Mathers Rowley
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KFH staff would like to express 
their thanks, appreciation 
and praise for fish husbandry 
job well done by MBSTP’s 
dedicated contingent of weekend 
volunteers, volunteering board 
directors, partners at NOAA’s 
Southwest Fisheries Science 
Center, UCSC student interns and 
student volunteers.

adults, reaching maturity 
winter 2022/23.

• Almost 600 captive coho 
fingerling that will reach 
maturity during winter 
2021/22. Later this spring, 
80 individual fish lacking 
any physical deformities 
will be taken to the NOAA 
lab in Santa Cruz, 185 will be 
transferred to Warm Springs 
Hatchery in Sonoma County 
and MBSTP retaining 125 for 
growth to maturation at KFH.

• 116 coho growing coho 
adults that will mature this 
winter. Another 250 adults 
will be added to this group 
late December; those fish 
brought back from NOAA 
lab in Santa Cruz and Warm 
Springs Hatchery in Sonoma 
County, plus any captured in 

area creeks that are deemed 
suitable for hatchery use.

Other highlights

• Hatchery staff & MBSTP 
volunteers assisted NOAA 
personnel release 4,116 
tagged brood year 2019 coho 
smolts into the upper and 
lower reaches of Scott Creek 
during late March. Two more 
releases totaling another 
10,174 occurred the first week 
of April and due to COVID-19 
shelter-in-place ordinance 
issued, release strategy 
changed to direct releases into 
Big Creek at KFH to reduce 
personnel and maintain 
social distancing measures. 
Remaining two releases in 
late April will also follow this 
temporary release protocol.

A-Team members, back row left to right; 
Craig Bowman, Mark Galloway, Erick 
Sturm (NOAA), Joshua Meko (NOAA), 
Chuck Backman.  Front row left to right; 
Rufus T. Firefly, Bob Anderson.  Not 
pictured; Seth Bowman, Jessie Bush, 
Ralph Carrasco.  (Photo courtesy of  
Ralph Carrasco)

Hatchery continued from Page 9
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65 Hangar Way
Watsonville 95076

831-728-5000
sambishop@totlcom.com

VoIP Phone Systems

IT System 
Installation & Support

Bonded • LIcensed
License # PPO11167
License # AC01277
License # 430530

Serving California 
Since 1966
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ensure that the next generation 
of conservationists continues to 
be inspired and receive quality 
education during the disruption 
of COVID-19. 

STEP needs individual donor 
funding to survive and grow. 
We are grateful for support 
from NOAA, The Fitton Fund, 
Nancy Buck Ransom Foundation, 
Monterey Peninsula Foundation, 
and MSAFE Foundation. Anyone 
who knows nonprofit work 
understands that grants can 
never cover all the real costs 
of keeping the lights on and 
programs rolling. We will always 
rely on your generosity and 
understanding to continue our 
work to inspire young people 
about salmon and steelhead. 
Please help us continue this 
important work!

Paul Vitali
James Tolonen
Dave Roberts
Peter Patron
Bradley Barnett
Ken Zaremba
Keith Munger
Steve Paul
Carl Nelson
Brian Vowles
Daniel Watson
Dan Guittierez
Patrick Mccormick
John Mckeon
Robert Rice
Don Chesarek
Sharron Walker

J. Miles Reiter
Geoffrey Wells
Bruce Ashley
Jerry Bertsch
Richard Hobbs
Jarl Saal
Carl Roth
Grant Buchwald
Allen Jensen
Mary Flodin
Jason Haase
William Lauster
Curt Cortner
Ken Gilbert
Stacey Petty
Bertha Cox
Cynthia Hertlein

Mathers Rowley
Sam Bishop
Scott Mcgilvray
Chuck Backman
Martin & Vickie 

Baccaglio
Craig Bowman
Larry Wolf
Tim Youmans
John Holdren
Steve Worcester
Laura Guillory
Bill Codiga
Refugio Carrasco
Pat Grant

Education continued from Page 5 Thank you to our 2019 members 
and donors - your support makes 
our work possible!

MBSTP MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
Help us grow the ranks of motivated and 

engaged Salmonid enthusiasts!

Renew & Recruit for MBSTP!
Ask a Friend,
Your Brother,

Sister & Mother
And More!

Sign them Up!
Use the attached membership form 

or go to: mbstp.org/donate 
to become a member!

Thank You!

Join us for the first ever MBSTP

Virtual Membership Meeting!

May 22, 2020 at 6PM Pacific

Updates on MBSTP programs, fish-themed 
trailers & video clips, and more!

Go to mbstp.org to join by PC

Or Call: (669 900 9128)

And enter meeting ID: 812 9721 2341

https://mbstp.org/donate
https://mbstp.org
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WESTWIND

Saltwater Sport Fishing
Whale Watching

Special Charters & Excursions

Charter Sport Fishing
& Excursions

Request Reservations Online or Call Captain Ron 
(831) 392-7867

MONTEREYSPORTFISHING.COM

Fresh, Local, Sustainable Seafood
Delivered to your home or business. 

To learn more and sign-up visit our website: 

www.getocean2table.com 
There is no long-term commitment necessary! 

1.408.286.2800
Rosendin.com

(SAN JOSE CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS)  
LICENSE NUMBER 142881

Rosendin strives to remain on the 
cutting edge of electrical technology.

https://www.rosendin.com/
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Best Kept Secret on the Monterey Bay

KAHUNA
SPORTFISHING

In Moss Landing

E-mail: carol@KahunaSportfishing.com   |   Fishing Report: www.KahunaSportfishing.com

Kahuna: Clean 50' Fiberglass Boat
Limited Loads

Salmon • Albacore • Rockcod
(831) 633-2564

7501 Sandholdt Rd, Moss Landing, CA 95039 
831-633-2417 

www.mosslandingboatworks.com 

FULL service Boat yard

Including repairs, maintenance, 

Marine supplies, fishing gear AND 

Fuel dock. 

Marine Service center including: 

Diesel repair shop 

Gas Outboard/inboard repair shop 

Canvas/sail shop 

Metal fabrication 

Do it yourself service or let us do it for you! 

FULL SERVICE BOAT YARD
INCLUDING REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE, MARINE SUPPLIES,  

FISHING GEAR AND FUEL DOCK.

MARINE SERVICE CENTER INCLUDING:
DIESEL REPAIR SHOP

GAS OUTBOARD/INBOARD REPAIR SHOP

CANVAS/SAIL SHOP

METAL FABRICATION

DO IT YOURSELF SERVICE OR LET US DO IT FOR YOU!
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2020 - PLEASE VOTE! - 2020 

Return with dues (or pay dues “donation” online) by June 30 to:    
MBSTP Election 
101 Cooper St. Unit 246 
Santa Cruz, CA, 95060 
   
Circle one response for each:--->        Yes   No,       or Abstain 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Slate  (elect all listed candidates)      Yes  No  Abstain 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Bob Anderson    Yes  No  Abstain 
Chuck Backman    Yes  No  Abstain 
Mike Baxter     Yes  No  Abstain 
Sam Bishop     Yes  No  Abstain 
Jeremy Streig    Yes  No  Abstain 
Chris Wellise     Yes  No  Abstain 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
We are short one candidate! We could really use an educator on our board or directors! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Write-in Candidate – If you know someone that would like to serve on our Board of 
Directors write in the name below. 
 
Name:_______________________________________   Yes 
Your vote will be kept secret!  But, we need your name to check that you are a member 
of record (paid your dues) and that we have your information correct and current. 
The membership dues are $35. Please consider an additional contribution at this 
time if you can.  
 
 
Print your name: ____________________________________________ 
 
Signature:____________________________________Date:__________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________ E-mail:_____________________ 
 
Comments: 
 
 



101 Cooper St., Unit 246
Santa Cruz, California 95060

Return Service Requested

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
APTOS, CA 95003

PERMIT #5

Membership Application
Membership categories and annual dues:

❏ Youth Under 18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 5
❏ Individual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 35
❏ Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 50
❏ Small Retailer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 50
❏ Sponsor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100-250
❏ Corporate . . . . . $500, 1,000 or more

Name:  _________________________________

Address:  ________________________________

City: _________________ State: ____ Zip:  _____

Phone: _____________ Email:  _______________

My check for ______________ is enclosed.

I would like to volunteer to: ________________________________________________

101 Cooper St., Unit 246 
Santa Cruz, CA 95017

(831) 531-2051
www.mbstp.org = ed.mbstp@gmail.com

“Without your immediate donations, we 
cannot continue at our current level of oper-
ations. Please continue to send your greatly 
needed contributions, and consider urging 
your friends to get on board with the project. 
Together we are all making a difference!!!”

—  Mathers Rowley, Chair 
and Bob Anderson, 
Vice Chair


