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Imperiled Hatchery
Recovery
By Mat Rowley

The hatchery has always been at
the core of MBSTP. It provides
a way to increase the numbers
of our local native salmon and
steelhead to help ensure a good
return of fish to spawn in the
wild. The system works and
there is broad enthusiastic
support from State and Federal
agencies. The repair of the
hatchery is imperative for
keeping the Program running.
The hatchery repair is NOT
going smoothly. A shift in
agency policy and practice
coupled with reaching
for achievable permitting
pathways, has resulted in a far

more complex and expensive
bridge repair design than was
planned. Getting permits for
an “emergency temporary”
bridge, as was originally
encouraged, is no longer
possible. We are scrambling to
achieve final designs, complete
technical reports, and make
permit submission deadlines.
With ongoing hard work, and
cooperation it is still possible
for us to have the bridge repair
Above: What's at stake: MBSTP's hatchery
rebuild project is critical to recovering
endangered CCC coho salmon.
Imperiled continued on Page 2
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permitted in time to start
work and complete the job this
year. Although, the timeline is
extremely tight. Thanks to the
Santa Cruz County Resource
Conservation District’s permit
coordination program, and
their expert assistance we
have a chance of achieving the
permitting goal. Without their
help we would be lost. None the
less, getting permitted in time is
far from certain. A bridge design
that will now win permits is
radically more expensive than
what we had anticipated. Costs
are spiraling upward at a dizzying
pace. The anticipated hatchery
repair costs have doubled. No
source for filling the gap has
been secured. We will be seeking
new grant funding to fill this gap,
but it will most likely take some
substantial discretionary funding
from a variety of sources to get
what is needed in time to repair
the bridge this year. We are
therefore spinning up our efforts
to develop a solid plan B (and C)
for spawning during the winter
of 2022-23. With substantially
more effort and risk we may be
able to get enough equipment
and materials to the hatchery to
replace the fire-destroyed pools
and resume full spawning and
incubation for the Program this
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coming season. The feasibility
of this approach is still being
studied. One way or another
our Endangered species rescue
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assistance in the form of cash or
kind would be deeply appreciated
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Left: Volunteers make up the backbone of
MBSTP's steelhead rescue program you can help us save native salmonids
this summer by volunteering or becoming
a member!

What We’re Made Of
By Ben Harris

To the fish, I’m sure we even
smell different! Our membership
spans a vast spectrum of people:
recreational anglers, scientists,
teachers, commercial fishermen,
local business owners,
conservationists and many more.
To look at our membership, it
might be hard to nail down one
thing we all have in common.
But you know what brings us so
proudly together: commitment to
our local steelhead and
salmon and a shared resolve to
protect them.
And they need our members
now, more than ever before.
We’re all facing a tough summer
for watersheds in our region.
Following another historically
dry winter, streams in our area

are going to be drying up earlier
than usual.
Our “river watchers” are already
keeping a close eye on creek
conditions and the location of
juvenile fish in case the urgent
need for a rescue arises. MBSTP’s
steelhead rescues, usually
planned for mid-July and early
August, will likely happen in June
or even May. When the creeks
dry up, MBSTP coordinates with
our local agency staff to move
fish from the drying sections to
higher in the watershed, where
flows will hopefully sustain
rearing habitats throughout
the summer. By doing this, we
give our local steelhead the best
fighting chance of survival.
The rivers of Santa Cruz County
are also facing unprecedented
human impacts. Encampments
in the lower watershed of both
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the San Lorenzo and Pajaro
rivers have led to problems with
littering, runoff, fires in the
riparian corridor, and intensive
poaching operations. We must
meet these challenges head-on.
Remember, if you observe any
poaching or polluting activity
in our area, please contact
CDFW’s CalTIP hotline at:
1-888-334-2258.
Flows in the San Lorenzo River
were too low for MBSTP to
operate the trap in Felton as
we planned this season. We are
pivoting to develop a monitoring
plan to support the eventual
resumption of our steelhead
hatchery program. This could
include expansion of PIT tag
antenna networks, application
of a passive sonar array, and
volunteer surveys for adult fish
throughout the watershed. We
are grateful to everyone who has
stepped up. Monitoring or saving
fish from strangling pools– our
member/partners are both citizen
scientists and rescue heroes.
This is going to be a dry,
challenging summer season.
Ongoing drought and habitat
impacts mean our rivers and
What We're Made Of continued on
Page 9
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Left: Smolting salmon, await PIT tagging
at the hatchery and will be released into
Scott Creek during mid-May.

From The Chair
By Mathers Rowley

May 10:
From the banks of Scott Creek, I gaze
at sparkling gin clear water, gliding
over a flat bottom in the bright
sunshine. About six to eight feet wide
and four to six inches deep. No pools
here, just a long shallow glide over
sediment washed down from the
fire-denuded hillsides. Inch-long fry
dart around in abundance. They are
everywhere! The spawning coho and
steelhead return numbers were quite
high and apparently very successful.
There is some good habitat wherever
logs, stumps or boulders are in the
channel. A huge number of logs are
perched above or beside but not in
the creek. In the creek, they would
create cover and scour out the pools
so needed by the little fry. All is
lovely now, but as the water levels
drop heading into summer many of
these long, sediment-filled reaches

may dry, crowding the little fish into
the smaller areas with pools. We are
hoping that, like last summer, the
flow will stay strong– to support
these little salmon and trout. With
much reduced shade and shallow
water, temperatures will climb. Only
adequate flow volume will keep it
cool enough.
The hatchery will soon be full of fish
again, returned from various places
where they have been refugee guests.
All the shuttling around has been
hard on these fish. Many did not
survive. We will need to rebuild the
hatchery captive broodfish numbers
and diversity and look to bring in
some of the abundant young fish
from the creeks, to improve the
quality of our recovery program.
The releases of >120 adult captive
coho broodstock into Pescadero
Creek over this past winter were
4

very successful. It was emergency
work: we didn’t have a way to
incubate all the eggs without a
functional hatchery. There is not a
well-developed monitoring system
in place for measuring the success of
our efforts, but surveys will be made
to qualitatively assess the presence
of baby salmon in Pescadero this
summer. These adult releases may
become a more regular part of our
program as we rebuild numbers in
the captive program. For now, it just
feels good to know that Pescadero is
off to a new beginning with a salmon
population.
Our Hatchery Manager Mark
Galloway has announced his plan to
retire, effective this year.
After 32 years of managing salmonid
hatcheries, he is ready to put down
that burden of responsibility. Mark’s
huge level of commitment to high
quality management and focused
detail-oriented fish husbandry have
served us very well. We will sorely
miss his high level of organization,
crisp and efficient reporting and
spreadsheet documentation, but
especially missed will be his keen
observation of the fish under his
management. Mark is always
thinking and seeking deeper levels
of understanding to optimize fish
health and program success.
We are deeply grateful for his eleven
years of service to MBSTP’s hatchery!
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Mark has graciously offered to stay
on long enough to train and orient
the new Hatchery Manager. We
are scrambling to find qualified
candidates. Mark is irreplaceable,
but the systems he has developed
will enable the new manager to
get off to a good start. It has been
inspiring to work with such a focused
and committed professional; we will
miss him!

screening of a new video production
about our local salmon and the
people trying to help their recovery.
This is scheduled for Friday May
20th. The day will start with a tour
of Scott Creek and the hatchery
(meet-up at 8:30 am at the Discovery
Center). After returning, the video
production will debut. Check with
Seymour Center about signing up for
the field trip. It will likely fill up!

MBSTP will be participating in the
Salmonid Restoration Federation
annual conference to be held this
year in Santa Cruz (April 19-22).
We’ll be hosting a hatchery tour
(Already sold out, sorry.) and
networking with other recovery
efforts in a variety of other locations.
There is also a “Salmon Week”
celebration hosted by the Seymour
Marine Discovery Center scheduled
for May 15-21. Check the website
(https://seymourcenter.ucsc.
edu/visit/events/salmon-week/)
for details on fun presentations
and activities. Included will be a

As the pandemic effects slowly
recede, we are looking forward to
having our esteemed and diverse
board of directors meet once more in
person, hosting more public events,

restarting the roll out of an education
program, and seeking effective ways
to support and enhance our central
coast steelhead and salmon. We are
always looking for fresh ideas and
perspectives and volunteers to help
with our mission. Don’t hesitate to
call if you would like to help!

Screening of “Southern Range” — Thursday May 19, 6 pm
A film about our local salmon. First come first served. Seating
limited to 40. Doors open at 5:30. Friday May 20, 8:30 am meet
for a tour of Scott Creek and the Kingfisher Flat hatchery. Runs to
about 12:30. Saturday May 21, Events at the Seymour Center in
celebration of “World Fish Migration Day”.
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Left: This mature coho salmon is the
product of three years of hard work by
MBSTP staff - fish like this one are ready
to spawn. Next year, their offspring will
be released to the wild to help rebuild
local populations.

to achieve until the debris is
cleared and damage repaired.

2021-22 Spawning
Season Report
By Mark Galloway

Forced by numerous delays
in permits and funding with
a goal of restoring Kingfisher
Flat Hatchery to a full-cycle,
year-round salmonid facility,
MBSTP’s coho spawning and
egg incubation activities and
tasks had to be accomplished
off-station. Like last winter,
spawn-taking occurred at
Warm Springs Hatchery at the
base of Lake Sonoma Dam just
a tad under 200 miles north
of Santa Cruz County. Unlike
last winter, fertilized eggs were
taken to two facilities away
from Warm Springs Hatchery:
a small facility on the campus
of Casagrande High School in
Petaluma and the Southwest
Fisheries Science Center’s

Fisheries Ecology Division in
Santa Cruz.
Delays in permitting a rebuild
of the second bridge crossing
leading to the hatchery and
funding sources for a bulk of
the rebuild translated into
the inability to restore vital
water conveyance needed
for egg incubation. Also, a
moderate atmospheric river
event during February 2021
created a “minor” debris flow
that significantly damaged a
section of an unpaved service
road leading to the hatchery’s
incubation water source
collection site which rendered
that rebuild project impossible
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With an absolute minimum
staff and a smaller cohort of
adult coho to handle, the viable
eggs harvested from 45 females
were an estimate 73,000. At
press time, the estimated
number of fry available for
transfer back to KFH in May
will be around 10,000. This is
a disappointingly low and is a
prime mover for resumption
of full operational capabilities
at KFH by Winter 2022/23.
A “shotgun” approach to
continuity of operations
amongst several facilities
injects too many variables
that adversely affect these
complicated processes and
highly fragile life stages.
Thanks go to Ben Harris and
Nicole King for their hard work
and excessive travel during the
season. MBSTP also expresses
its appreciation to Ben White,
Manager of Warm Springs
Hatchery, who provided the
space and infrastructure needed
(on short notice) for spawn
taking activities to occur from
start to finish.
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The Chameleon Years
or Passing Through Narnia’s Closet
By Mary Hermansky

The New Normal, a currently
overly-used Common Era
definition, is reconfiguring what
used to be year-in-year-out
activities, by morphing and
molding traditions into new
packages of the same routines
and events. It’s been trial & error
along the way as we look for the
vestiges that keep our traditions
alive and beloved. And, Old Dogs
are learning new tricks! The
timeworn adage used by frazzled
parents, “It’s either my way or
the highway!”, really does boil
down to “It IS the highway”!! Get
used to it! There is no other way!
It’s learning Braille with eyes
wide open!
One night, I came across the
movie, “Narnia”. Curiously,
I watched the story unfold.
WOW! When she walks thru that
wooden closet door, brushing
against tons o’furcoats (I’ll go
for that!), and out the armoire’s
backside into a hauntingly quiet
frozen snowy-white winter
world, I knew we weren’t in
Kansas anymore! New territory!
New landscape! New characters!
New plot! (Trust me! It’s very
allegorical with a cult following
i.e., “Trekkies” or “Rocky Horror
Picture Show”) Like “Fractured
Fairytales” on steroids! We are

in “Through the Looking Glass”
times! And it’s time for us to
become “TRANSFORMERS”!
So, we’re transforming. The
common theme is, we are
working to morph old traditions
into new packaging, such as the
beloved Albacore Feed where
you spend all of your money on
us! Due to Covid restrictions and
its repercussions, #43 has been
delayed for two years so far, and,
we’re looking at one more year
of delay. We’ll have our own “43
+ 3” gala! To have sponsored
The Feed during the highest
contagious time of 2020 and even
2021, would have classified our
event as a “Super Spreader”,
a risk for which we don’t want
to be known! Now, with highly
contagious variants running
amok, we still have reservations
of packing in 300 guests into a
very small space.
This year, our Perch Derby was
held outside and participants had
plenty of room to mill about and
enjoy outdoor BBQ. The event
was easily altered.
For the Albacore Feed, other
aspects have been affected. Our
donors are recovering from
business interruption and new
economic hurdles. While we
7

would receive support from
them, their contributions may be
less than previous. Manpower
has been affected too. We are
realigning with who’s available
for dinner preparation and event
presentation! No small feat! But
we’ll keep you posted on our
website: “mbstp.org”. It’s an
event that we all loved dearly and
served members and community
well and we don’t want it to
vanish as we “take the highway”!
Meanwhile, back to “Narnia”,
“Alice in Wonderland”, and
“Frankenstein”, WAIT! How did
he get in here??!!??

Albacore
Feed ?
Dinner & Auction

2022

Stay-tuned!!
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Left: The annual Perch Derby is a great
way to get to get together with friends
and do some fishing - it's also a good
chance to earn some bragging rights!

and shady spots as well. Diners
enjoyed the Tri-Tip and BBQ
chicken luncheon with seating
both inside and outside the Hall,
according to their choice.

2022 Perch DerbyBack in Action!
By Mike Baxter and Allen Bushnell

After a two-year hiatus due to
COVID regulations, the famous
Sand Crab Classic Perch Derby
came roaring back this year on
March 12, at the Portuguese Hall
in Santa Cruz. State and County
Health regulations finally allowed
indoor gatherings of up to 1000
people, which gave organizers
the green light for the year. Over
300 anglers and family were able
to attend the event this year.
Anglers came from near and far
to vie for ridiculously pompous
GrandMaster’s Trophy. The prize
stands nearly five feet high,
festooned with sea eagles and of

course, a leaping perch for the
top piece.
Respectful of individual health
concerns, the raffle and awards
ceremony were held outside on
a beautiful Saturday afternoon
that graced us with sunshine
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Though fishing seemed “slow”
in the weeks leading to this
annual event, a good number
of hog perch were weighed in
before the cut-off time of one
pm. The biggest perch this year
was a barred surf perch caught by
long-time attendee Allan Padua
of Salinas whose 15.25-inch
barred surf perch captured the
Grand Master Trophy. Padua is no
stranger to the awards ceremony,
having earnied trophies on a
regular basis through the years.
His slab BSP weighed in at two
pounds, ten ounces. It weighed
Below: Anglers hit the water on
the morning of the annual
Perch Derby contest.
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even more before weigh-masters
cleaned all the sand off the fish.
The complete leaderboard can be
viewed at www.sandcrabclassic.
com, along with photos and
videos of this year’s event.
Notable First-place trophy
winners include Josh Shinsato for
Men’s BSP (14.75-inches caught
near 26th Ave in Santa Cruz),
Kim Ressa for Women’s BSP (12.5
inches at Seascape), Matt Michie
for “Men’s Other Perch”(14.0
striped perch from Monterey),
Molly Hanson captured
“Women’s Other” (10-inch black
perch). Kristina Zepeda got the
Junior BSP trophy (13.5-inch
from Santa Cruz Harbor) and
Caden Williams brought home
the Junior “Other” trophy with a
15-inch pile perch.

which benefits the Monterey Bay
Salmon and Trout Project with
all proceeds each year. But, most
of the credit for success goes
to nearly 30 tireless volunteers
for setup and breakdown, raffle
sales, silent auctions, music and
sound plus the fabulous kitchen
and cleanup crews. Barring
anything unforeseen, we will
continue to host this benefit
event every year, on the second
Saturday of March. Watch this
column closely for sign-up
announcements towards the end
of December 2022. The event
is so popular we sold out 300
entries in less than one hour for
this year’s registration list.

Captain Mike Baxter and I are the
primary organizers for this event
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What We're Made Of continued from
Page 3

streams need their protectors
now more than ever. However,
we know our diverse membership
vanguard can rise to meet these
challenges. Our members stand
on the front lines to protect
and preserve our home runs
of steelhead and salmon. We
salute their commitment to
conservation and advocacy.
After all, that is what MBSTP is
made of.
If you are interested in signing
up to support steelhead rescues
and monitoring in our local
watersheds, please email:
director@mbstp.org , or call
831-531-2051 for more info.

MBSTP Newsletter
Left: The Powdermill tank has been
MBSTP's "ace in the hole" during
challenging times. We are fortunate to
have this safe and reliable place to rear
juvenile fish.

area up and make some repairs
to water system!

Powder Mill Rearing Site
By Chuck Backman & Johnny Wells

Powder Mill Rearing Tank.
What can be said? It’s located
deep into Paradise Park
surrounded by redwoods and
adjacent to Powder Mill Creek
which flows year-round. Access
is a small dirt road frequented
by dog walkers and hikers who
live in the park. Whether it’s
been steelhead or salmon, the

fish have always grown healthy
and strong!
Of course, being in a forest,
like the hatchery, comes with
challenges. For example, the
tree fall that damaged our shed
and fence. Luckily, the tank
and fish were spared! Thanks
to the members of the park that
rallied together to clean the

Below: The legendary "Salmon Squad" of
Paradise Park!

10

What makes the site so
special, is the ownership the
people in the park have in their
rearing site. Then, there is a
group of volunteer caretakers
called the “Salmon Squad!”
Each person, who’s been doing
this for years, has a day of the
week and whether it be rain or
shine, they check water flow,
temperatures, fish activity, and
feeding. They take exceptional
care of their “Babies” and
MBSTP thanks them for their
dedication!!
In April, these 3,500 Coho
will be moved to Kingfisher
Hatchery where they will
acclimate to the Scott Creek
watershed and will be released
in May.
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11

MBSTP Newsletter

Left. Releasing salmon to the ocean
using transport trucks like this one helps
baby salmon avoid impacted freshwater
habitats which have contributed to
their decline. Releases like this one help
support our local fisheries right here in
Monterey Bay.

Stepping in the
Right Direction
By Ben Harris

MBSTP will help release
over 350,000 juvenile chinook salmon to
Monterey Bay this year!
A wise old angler once told me
that if you know where the fish
are, you don’t go fishing—you
go catching. MBSTP is helping
local anglers “go catching” by
putting salmon right where they
belong: in the waters of Monterey
Bay! Early this summer, MBSTP’s
chinook fishery enhancement
project will make another big
step forward by assisting with
the release of 360,000 juvenile
chinook (king) salmon to our
local waters.
Fish will be trucked to Monterey
Bay from CDFW’s Mokelumne
River Fish Hatchery just like

previous seasons. This facility
has been a major component
of California’s salmon fishery
enhancement efforts for many
years now. Trucking fish from
inland hatcheries helps them to
avoid perilous habitat conditions
in the rivers of the Central
Valley and Bay-Delta estuary.
This practice is showing good
results—adult fish from the
Mokelumne routinely make up a
big part of California’s sport and
commercial salmon landings.
Without the enhancement
program, it’s safe to say there
would be a lot fewer salmon to
catch in our local ocean fisheries
(and fewer adult fish returning
to spawn).
MBSTP and CDFW are continuing
to hone in on the best possible
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transport and release method
to ensure the highest possible
survival. The released fish will
stay in the ocean for two years,
growing to adulthood supported
by nutrient-rich marine food
webs. Once they’ve reached 3
(or sometimes 4) years of age,
these fish will be of harvestable
size. California’s chinook salmon
are the backbone of a vital
commercial and recreational
fishing industry up and down
the coast. By participating in the
fishery enhancement program
MBSTP is working to support
not only these iconic fish, but
the coastal communities and
businesses which depend
upon them.
MBSTP is grateful to the
Monterey and Santa Cruz Wharf
and Harbor Districts, Fish and
Game Commissions, and the
Department of Fish & Wildlife
for their support in making this
great program possible. Now,
let’s go catching!
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Fresh, Local, Sustainable Seafood
Delivered to your home or business.

Rosendin strives to remain on the
cutting edge of electrical technology.

1.408.286.2800
Rosendin.com

To learn more and sign-up visit our website:

www.getocean2table.com

(SAN JOSE CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS)
LICENSE NUMBER 142881

There is no long-term commitment necessary!

WESTWIND

Saltwater Sport Fishing
Whale Watching
Special Charters & Excursions

Charter Sport Fishing
& Excursions

Request Reservations Online or Call Captain Ron

(831) 392-7867

MONTEREYSPORTFISHING.COM
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MBSTP 2022 Election of Directors
2022 - PLEASE VOTE! – 2022
Please return your Board ballot with annual dues or contribution to:
MBSTP Attn: Election, 101 Cooper St., Santa Cruz, CA 95060
MBSTP Directors are elected by the consensus of our dues-paying members. You
may give consent for our sitting Boardmembers (listed here) by checking the box
below and sending it to us along with your annual dues ($35) or contribution.
Mathers Rowley (Chair)

Bob Anderson (Co-Chair)

Sam Bishop (Treasurer)

Mary Hermansky (Secretary)

Mike Baxter

Jeremy Streig

Chuck Backman

Johnny Wells

John Del Rosario

Kevin Morrison

Rich Hughett

Tim Obert

MBSTP member consent for sitting Board roster:
Or, if you know of a someone who would be a suitable candidate to serve on our
Board, write in their name below:
Write-in candidate: _______________________________________________
Your name: _____________________________________________________
Signature: ______________________________________________________
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7501 Sandholdt Rd, Moss Landing, CA 95039
831-633-2417
www.mosslandingboatworks.com

FULL SERVICE BOAT YARD
FULLREPAIRS,
service
Boat
INCLUDING
MAINTENANCE,
MARINEyard
SUPPLIES,
FISHING GEAR AND FUEL DOCK.
Including
repairs,
maintenance,
MARINE
SERVICE
CENTER
INCLUDING:
DIESEL REPAIR SHOP
GAS OUTBOARD/INBOARD REPAIR SHOP
Fuel dock.
CANVAS/SAIL
SHOP
METAL FABRICATION
DO IT YOURSELF SERVICE OR LET US DO IT FOR YOU!

Marine supplies, fishing gear AND

Marine Service center including:
Diesel
Best Kept Secret on the Monterey
Bayrepair shop

Kahuna: Clean 50' Fiberglass Boat

Limited Loads
Gas Outboard/inboard repair
shop
KAHUNA
Canvas/sail
shop
Salmon
• Albacore • Rockcod
SPORTFISHING
Metal fabrication
(831) 633-2564
In Moss Landing

Do it yourself service or let us do it for you!

E-mail: carol@KahunaSportfishing.com | Fishing Report: www.KahunaSportfishing.com
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Return Service Requested

Membership Application
Membership categories and annual dues:
❏ Youth Under 18. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 5
❏ Individual. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 35
❏ Family. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 50
❏ Small Retailer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 50
❏ Sponsor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100-250
❏ Corporate . . . . . . .  $500, 1,000 or more
Name:__________________________________
Address: ________________________________
City: _____________ State: ___ Zip: __________
Phone: _____________ Email: ______________
My check for ______________ is enclosed.
I would like to volunteer to:__________________

101 Cooper St.
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

(831) 531-2051
= director@mbstp.org

www.mbstp.org

“Without your immediate donations, we cannot
continue at our current level of operations.
Please continue to send your greatly needed
contributions, and consider urging your friends to
get on board with the project. Together we are all
making a difference!!!”
— Mathers Rowley, Chair
and Bob Anderson,
Vice Chair

