
Save the Date! When: Saturday,  
August 1st, 2026

Where: Crosetti Building at the 
Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds

Newsletter
Conserving and Enhancing the Salmon and 

Steelhead of the Monterey Bay Region

Come celebrate this historic milestone with us! Enjoy drinks, appetizers and dinner while we celebrate 
our past and see what we’re planning for our future. There will be raffle prizes and an auction of items 
graciously donated by our supporters! Tickets and tables for the event 
now on sale at mbstp.org or by calling our office or connecting with a 
board member. They are selling fast, don’t get left out!

Above: Dave Streig with a beautiful big 
steelhead in Scott Creek. Photo by Frans 
Lanting © Frans Lanting / lanting.com

©Frans Lanting
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how hatchery management 
practices can better support the 
ESA listed fish we are trying to 
preserve. To start, we’re looking 
at how otoliths (or fish earbones) 
are impacted by rearing tanks 
and incubation systems. 
These earbones are essential 
to navigation, balance, and 
hearing –all vital characteristics 
for healthy fish trying to migrate 
back home to spawn. 

We’re working collaboratively 
with researcher Leigh Gaffney, 
at the University of Victoria 
in Vancouver, to mitigate the 
potential impacts our hatchery 
could have on the fish we care 
about, and hopefully standardize 

Left: MBSTP's Kingfisher Flat Hatchery 
is at the cutting edge of fisheries 
conservation and hatchery science. 
Below: Hatchery programs at Kingfisher 
Flat are supported hugely by dedicated 
volunteers

It’s no surprise the critical role 
science plays in the recovery of 
salmon populations. For years, 
researchers have studied their 
population patterns, genetics, 
and habitat conditions to better 
understand the many factors that 
influence their survival. 

If salmon numbers are to 
rebound, research and recovery 
efforts need to delve deeper into 
the evaluation and improvement 
of the hatchery operations that 
support these species. 

Kingfisher Flat is a conservation 
genetics hatchery working 
closely with the NOAA Southwest 
Fisheries Science Center and 
the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife to help restore 
endangered coho salmon along 

the Central Coast of California, 
where the population is declining 
at an especially alarming rate. 

This hatchery situated alongside 
Big Creek is the frontline of coho 
salmon recovery, and without 
it, the genetic subpopulation 
present historically in the Scott 
Creek Watershed 
would no longer be 
present. Although 
this hatchery is a 
necessary part of the 
solution, the impact 
on the population can 
be significant, and that 
is something we take 
very seriously. 

At Kingfisher Flat, 
research is being done 
to better understand 

The Next Generation of 
Conservation Science

By Meghan Sherrier

Next Gen continued on Page 6
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This year we celebrated the 
21st Annual Sand Crab Classic 
at the Portuguese Hall in Santa 
Cruz.  The ocean was kind to 
Perch Derby contestants as we 
all enjoyed ideal sunny weather.  
Folks fished from Half Moon Bay 
to below Monterey.  Our beloved 
Barred Surfperch was well 
represented with a sprinkling of 
Black Perch, Pile Perch and the 
coveted Redtail Perch.  Exotics 
this year were a 20+ inch Striped 
Bass wrangled by Drew Betts and 
a monster Jacksmelt caught by 
young Ayaka Padua.  

The second Saturday of March 
is never without surprise 
challenges, but construction 
traffic on Hwy 1 could not 
dampen the spirits of our fishing 
community.  Alex, Sonny and 
Victor commanded respect at 
the weigh in table.  Bobby Wall, 

relatively recent addition to our 
Board of Directors, and his family 
graciously greeted entrants as 
they checked in.  Long time 
volunteers Dennis and Cal 
disseminated this year’s shirts 
illustrated by Pacific Grove native 
Alexander Norton.  

Chicken and Tri Tip was 
marinated by Soquel Meats and 
expertly grilled by Ron and Lori.  
Jerry of El Buen Taco supplied the 
delicious sides of rice, beans and 
salsas.  Food was lovingly dished 
out by representatives of the 
Santa Cruz Flycasters, Captained 
by our own Mike Baxter.  

It was a joy to once again share 
the anticipation of the upcoming 
Salmon Season after years of 
uncertainty.  Before trophies 
were awarded, Ben Harris 
spoke about the importance of 

community and the continuing 
efforts of MBSTP to keep fish in 
the oceans and rivers where we 
all live.  We acknowledged the 
hard work and completion of the 
bridge to the hatchery by Granite 
Construction.  We remembered 
past directors Al Smith, Larry 
Wolfe and all those who have 
gone before us, bringing us to 
and keeping us in this fish-filled 
community.  

Winners of the Tournament 
were gifted trophies masterfully 
crafted by Brinks Trophies  
and Awards.  This year’s  
winners were:

•	Grandmaster: Peter Lane, 
Barred Surfperch (BSP) 15 in. 2 
lb 3 oz.

•	1st Place Men’s BSP: Cody 
Gilbert, 15 in. 2 lb 1 oz.

•	1st Place Women’s BSP: Molly 
Hansen, 12 ¾ in. 1 lb 7 oz.

•	1st Place Junior BSP: Daniel 
Lazzerini, 14 in. 2 lb

•	1st Place Flyfisher: Ken Oda, 
BSP 12 ½ in. 1 lb 5 oz.

•	1st Place Men’s non BSP: 
Matthew Michie, Black Perch 
13 in. 2 lb 1 oz.

•	1st Place Women’s non BSP: 
Kira Duncan, Black Perch 13 
in. 1 lb 7 oz.

Classic Coming of Age
By John Del Rosario aka Johnny Abalone

Left: Members of the 'winner's circle' of 
the 21st annual Perch Derby tournament.
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•	1st Place Junior’s non BSP: 
Ayaka Padua, Jacksmelt 14 in 
11 oz.

•	Exotics- Drew Betts, Striped 
Bass 20+ in.

•	Shiner Perch Award:  
Ava Dunlap

Special mention went to Bob 
Khamaao who arrived a few 
minutes after the weigh ins 
closed with the biggest fish of the 
day.  Barred Surfperch 15 ½ in.  
2 lb 12 oz.  

Many items were donated to the 
raffle.  Folks won rods, reels, and 
lures to catch everything from 
baitfish to billfish.  Mad River 
donated colorful steelhead and 
salmon baits.  Bud from Squidme 
Tackle donated numerous hats, 
tackle items and gave stickers 
to most if not all those who 

1.Enrich the community: giving 
local families and fisher folks a 
reason to gather when not much 
else is going on

2.Get kids fighting: see then 
smiling with perch to weigh 
in and rewarding them with 
trophies and lifelong memories

3.Enable our core volunteers:  
give them to ability to serve as 
they desire

4.Keep our sustaining  
MBSTP members engaged  
while attracting new members 
and financial support to  
our organization

Mike Baxter and Allen 
Bushnell gave this event to our 
community, gathering businesses 

attended.  Whether folks won a 
trophy, raffle prize, silent auction 
item or the chainsaw, we all win 
by supporting this annual event.  

Over the decades this event has 
brought tens of thousands of 
dollars in support to MBSTP.   
It has brought countless joyful 
memories to fisher folks and 
families in our local community 
and beyond.  The core tenants of 
the event were all upheld.  

Right: TThe Perch Derby is MBSTP's 
largest community event, bringing 
hundreds of people together for a day of 
fishing fun!

Left: Perch Derby junior anglers proudly 
displaying their trophies.

Sand Crab continued on Page 5
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and individuals to share time 
together fishing for the small 
but mighty surfperch.  After 
twenty years of success, Mike 
and Allen chose to give others 
a chance to lead and shepherd 
the event into the future.  I am 
greatly humbled by the efforts 
and diligence given by others like 
Mary, who gathered volunteers 
and silent auction items.  Kevin 
for coordinating the food order, 
grillers and bringing his wife and 
daughter into the fold selling 
chainsaw raffle tickets.   
Bobby for inviting his family 
to assist with the sign in table.  
Most importantly I thank Ben 
and Jeremy for giving their trust 
in me to lead the event even 
while living across the country.  

I was taught at an early age “it 
is in giving that we receive.” 

I receive infinite joy by giving 
myself to this tournament.   
I am eternally grateful to share in 
carrying on this tradition of our 
Sand Crab Classic.

Sand Crab continued from Page 5

Above: The Perch Derby is only possible 
thanks to huge volunteer effort—THANK 
YOU to everyone who helps make this 
event a success!

best operating procedures across 
the state of California. 

Interns from universities in 
the Monterey Bay and Santa 
Cruz regions are joining us to 
help facilitate our research and 
recovery efforts. By getting 
hands-on in every step of the 
process, they become equipped 

contributing meaningful work 
to the recovery of endangered 
coho salmon. Through this 
program, we aim to inspire a 
new generation of conservation 
scientists and stewards who are 
ready to protect and restore our 
native fish populations. 

to enter the field of conservation 
science and hatchery 
management, ready to ask the 
important questions. 

By combining innovative 
research with hands-on 
education, Kingfisher Flat is 
helping shape the future of 
salmon conservation. Interns 
gain real-world experience while 

Next Gen continued from Page 3
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Adult steelhead trapping started 
slowly around the end of the 
second week of January, but by 
the time February rain arrived the 
fish showed up in mass. In the 
span of three days, we trapped 
and released sixty-six fish, which 
was more than we have seen in 
the last four years combined. 
Trapping a total of over 80 adult 
steelhead. A pleasant site to see 
firsthand. Not only did these 
fish show up in numbers, but 
it was also the largest average 
I have seen since I have been 
trapping. These fish were hot, 
fresh and right out of the salt, 
making their way to the trap in 
Felton in a day or two. Great to 
see and crucial in our efforts to 
finish our steelhead HGMP so 
we have the potential to initiate 
a revamped steelhead hatchery 

program within the watershed. 
Each fish was a beautiful sight 
with very few under 27”. The one 
unique thing about steelhead is 
that no river was alike. Northern 
Santa Cruz County and San Mateo 
County watersheds seemed to 
have more one and two salt fish, 
i.e. smaller, under six lb fish than 
those streams in the bay. On the 
Carmel all fished passed over 
Los Padres Dam 
were similar 
to San Lorenzo 
River fish in 
that they were 
all over 27”. 
Hopefully with 
four wetter 
years in a row, 
it’s indicative 
of a trend 
in the right 

direction for our local steelhead 
populations. 

Our trapping efforts this year 
exceeded hundreds of hours, we 
are thankful to all our volunteers 
who helped at the trap this year. 
We had a great new core of first-
time volunteers helping, along 
with seasoned veterans. Thank 
you to the McDowells’ for helping 
and to Jon, Matt, Nicole, Casey, 
Kevin, Bernard, Ryan and Nora as 
first time trapping volunteers! 

Steelhead Trapping 
Spring 2026
By Jeremy Streig

Left: MBSTP Board members Chuck 
Backman & Mike Baxter displaying a nice 
steelhead from this year's trapping.

2 Deer Path Way	 Cell: 408-603-0022
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
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Fifty years have passed in 
what feels like the blink of an 
eye.  Come join MBSTP as it 
celebrates its 50th anniversary 
this year. Fifty years is quite 
an amazing accomplishment 
for any organization, let alone 
a non-profit. We plan to 
celebrate not only our past and 
where we’ve come from, but 
also what we’re currently doing, 
along with goals for the future. 
If you’ve volunteered your time 
in any way to MBSTP we hope 
to see you there! This event 
promises to be enjoyable and 
offers an excellent chance for 
fundraising that will support 
us in reaching our objectives. 
Book your tickets to the 50th 
Anniversary dinner now on our 
website before it sells out!

What are our objectives you 
ask? Well first and foremost, 
we’ve received funding for our 
Coho Broodstock Program, STEP 
Program, Steelhead Monitoring, 
Rescue and to finish 
construction of the bridge 
to once again have normal 
access to the hatchery. With 
the bridge complete we will 
have easier access to complete 
the core programs mentioned 
above. Coho Spawning has 
been an interesting winter; 
we’ve made some progress 
pertaining to overall efficiency 

as well as pushing production 
goals forward. I would like 
to see 28,000 smolt this year 
out of the hatchery and a goal 
of 60,000 next year from the 
26/27 spawning cohort. With 
the increase in brood class, it 
should be attainable. We are the 
last line of defense for these 
fish and are tasked with 
bringing them back from 
the brink of extinction. 
We need more progress so 
we’re going to attempt to 
double our efforts.

In the world of STEP, 
we will be hiring a full-
time Events & Outreach 
Coordinator here shortly. 
I look forward to this 
hire, and they will have 
a heavy lift re-inventing 
the STEP program without 
the steelhead hatchery 
program. I welcome 
innovative ideas and 
feedback for this program.  
In the steelhead world we 
have had one of our best 
adult trapping seasons 
in recent memory. This 
past winter we saw quite a 
few steelhead more than 
normal and the size of 
the fish was impressive. 
However, those fish won't 
help much without more 
rain.  If not, our rescue 

efforts will be earlier and more 
extensive than normal. Fingers 
crossed for April showers.

Chairs Report Spring 2026
By Jeremy Streig

Below:  Chairman Jeremy Streig  
displaying one of the San Lorenzo’s 
finest!
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see there are some roadblocks 
for salmon fishing opportunity 
but also a greater trend to more 
opportunity in the future. 

To all our staff, thank you 
for your efforts! The Board is 
grateful for your efforts. To 
all of our volunteers, donors 
and members, thank you 
for your time and financial 
support to assist in our 
endeavors. To those interested 
in volunteering, please 
contact us at info@mbstp.
org. And to circle back to 
our 50th Anniversary event I 
personally want to thank each 
and every one of you who have 
contributed to MBSTP over the 
years, we wouldn’t be here 
without you so much gratitude 
to you all. Please come say hi 
to me at the 50th Anniversary 
Dinner, I would love to hear 
your story about your journey 
with MBSTP. See you all there.

Part of why we are so passionate 
about adult monitoring is 
establishing the family lineages 
via genetic sampling within the 
watershed for the purpose of 
completing our HGMP.  One of 
our goals, as with many of you 
is to get a steelhead hatchery 
program back within the San 
Lorenzo River watershed. It 
can’t be done without two 
things. First a completed 
Hatchery Genetic Management 
Plan, which we are working 
towards. Secondly, we need land 
within the watershed to make 
this happen. This is required as 
a result of the states no inter-
basin transfer rules. We know 
this is what many of you want 
and are working diligently to 
attempt to make this happen. 
It won’t be easy but it is not 
impossible. If we gain access 
to land within the watershed, 
we will need some very sizable 
donations to make a steelhead 
hatchery a reality. If steelhead 
is something you are interested 

in please reach out to me and 
I’d like to have a discussion 
with you. 

Regarding our Chinook 
Enhancement program near 
the local wharves, please be 
assured that these initiatives 
yield significant benefits for 
both commercial and sport 
fisheries.  Over ninety percent 
of the fish we release off the 
wharf are harvested within 
both fisheries. This number 
represents the highest of any 
of the chinook release sites. In 
the longer term, I would like 
to see the number of Chinook 
juveniles released off the wharf 
in Santa Cruz and Monterey 
double or more. Speaking of 
commercial and sport salmon. 
2026 will be the first time in 
four years both fisheries will 
have an open fishery. Neither 
will be wide open compared to 
past years, but both represent a 
step in the right direction. Via 
attending PFMC meetings I do 

Volunteer 
with MBSTP

Call Now: 831-531-2051

or Visit MBSTP.org

Spread 
the Word

Encourage Membership 
and Volunteering in 
all your Social Media 

accounts!
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Lastly, “The SCFF”!  Not a go-go 
stock, but the Santa Cruz Fly 
Fishers.  Jeff Goyert makes sure 
that his group shows up to dish 
the lunch and more!  THANK 
YOU! JEFF! 

Frequent these places and 
services for your entertainment 
and enrichment portfolio of 
local businesses who, without 
their support, we wouldn’t be 
in such good shape and growth 
ourselves!  And don’t forget to 
THANK THEM!  Other enterprises 
such as Martinelli’s Apple 
Cider, Mentone, Elkhorn Slough 
Safari, have contributed to our 
fundraising in the past.  It pays 
to play!  Patronize our supporters 
and be part of the anagrams of 
THE PECK DERB!!

Left: MBSTP events bring the community 
together and help support a great cause.

We all know the investment 
anagram for growth with the 
hottest tech stocks: “The 
“FANG”s”, aka as, Facebook, 
Amazon, Netflix (now Nvidia) and 
Google, a no-lose combo!  And 
how does that relate to the Perch 
Derby?!!?  SIMPLE!  We have a few 
of our own growth combos!!

Introducing “The DERBS”!  Short 
for, Discretion Brewery (you 
can substitute Discovery Whale 
Watch), El Estero Car Wash, 
Roaring Camp Railroad, Bayonet 
Black Horse Golf Course, and 
Stagnaro Charter Boats.  Can’t go 
wrong with this cinquefecta!

“The PECKSS” is another basket 
of winners!  Let Pacific Cookie 
Company, El Estero Car Wash, 
Coyote Bait & Tackle, Kayak 
Connection (breakfast at Katy’s 
Place before?), Salinas Rodeo, and 
the Santa Cruz Diner be part of 
your entertainment portfolio!

Also recommended are  
“The JENGSS”!  An astute combo 
of  J&M Sportfishing, El Estero 
Car Wash (what can I say - I have 
only one vowel to work with 
and my anagrams have a lisp!!), 
Nepenthe, Grasing’s Fine Dining 
(or- Graniterock!), The Santa 
Cruz Symphony and  
The Skunk Train!

EXPANDING YOUR 
INVESTMENTS IN OUR 
LOCAL MARKETS
OR WINNING FRIENDS & INFLUENCE!

By Mary Hermansky, Event Wrangler
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Left: Larry Wolf, MBSTP 15+ year board 
member and Treasurer, demonstrating 
why we have a Chinook Salmon program 
to enhance the ocean fishery! RIP Larry.

double last year and is likely the 
result of decent flow and habitat 
conditions in inland rivers. More 
water in Central Valley rivers 
and tributaries means that more 
juvenile salmon survive the 
summer, out-migrate to the 
ocean, grow to adulthood, and 
return to spawn. Klamath River 
fall-run chinook also saw a huge 
rebound from previous years, 
with 176,000 adults projected to 
return to the watershed.

While Chinook abundance 
forecasts have generally 
improved across the board 
for 2026, listed & endangered 
stocks, including Southern 
Oregon-Northern California 
Coho (SONCC) will likely play 
into fishing season decisions and 

limitations. That said, MBSTP 
(and our members) welcome 
any opportunity to get back on 
the water and engage with the 
resource we love.

Central Valley fall-run Chinook 
salmon are the backbone of 
California’s sport and commercial 
salmon fisheries. They typically 
account for about 75% of the 
salmon caught in California’s 
ocean waters. This is why the 
stock is used as the ‘yardstick’ 
for setting salmon fishing 
seasons throughout the state. 
It is also why MBSTP plays a 
major role in CDFW’s Ocean 
Salmon Enhancement Program 
by facilitating the release of over 
320,000 juvenile salmon to the 
waters of Monterey Bay each year. 

While we cannot resume 
releases at Santa Cruz Wharf 
due to damage from the 2024-
25 Winter storms, MBSTP will 
continue releasing the same 
number of fish from Monterey 
Wharf. We are committed to 
supporting ocean salmon fishing 
in Monterey Bay for future 
generations to enjoy, and you can 
be a part of that by supporting 
MBSTP through memberships, 
volunteering, and donations. 

It’s been a long time coming.  

After three years of closures, 
shortened seasons, and a gaping 
hole within Monterey Bay’s 
fishing communities, ocean 
salmon season is back. This year 
will be the first time since 2022 
that the ocean salmon season 
south of Pigeon Point will open 
in April as it usually does. This 
means alongside our entire 
community, MBSTP members 
will reclaim an important part of 
their local culture and lifestyle.

This great news is due to 
positive trends in ocean salmon 
abundance, with at least 400,000 
Sacramento River fall-run 
Chinook salmon forecast to 
return to inland waters this 
year. That figure is more than 

Back in Action
Ocean Salmon Season Returns to 
Monterey Bay
Byline by Ben Harris

Back in Action continued on Page 25
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It has been a successful spawn 
season here at KFH despite 
some challenges. Thankfully, 
we hit some major milestones 
in terms of adult fish size and 
reproductive success. 

Due to some changes that we 
made to the nutrition and rearing 
conditions of our Captive Brood, 
or adult breeders, we had the 
largest fish on record this year at 
an average weight of 5.2 lbs per 
fish, up from 3.7 lbs the  
year prior!

Thanks to their phenomenal 
growth, we were also able to 
collect a record setting number 
of eggs per female. For the 
2025/2026 season, each female 
had an average number of 2,166 

total eggs, up from 1,744 eggs 
per female the year prior, for an 
impressive 24% gain! These fish 
also produced the largest eggs 
we have on record, at an average 
of 0.18 grams per egg, up from 
0.10 grams per egg the year 
prior, for a whopping 80% gain! 
Additionally, our ability to tell 
when the eggs were ready to be 
harvested from the females from 
our facility improved, allowing 
us to collect 87% of the total eggs 
for fertilization, up from 81% the 
year prior.

Unfortunately, despite these 
positive improvements, we do 
not anticipate an abnormally 
large release cohort in 2027, 
primarily due to a small 

number of spawnable females 
this year, as well as low egg 
fertilization rates.

For some context, when we select 
the fish that will be retained for 
the Captive Brood, we do not 
know the sex of each fish yet, 
and therefore can end up with 
a disproportionate number of 
males and females due to the 
(un)luck of the draw. For the 
past two years, we have ended up 
with more males than females 
to breed, as well as a number 
of females that failed to fully 
mature, and were released as 
a result. Because of this, 82 
females were spawned in the 
2024/2025 season, and only 72 in 
the 2025/2026 season, instead of 
the 100-120 we hope to spawn in 
a typical season. 

Additionally, due to some issues 
that arose at our partner facilities 
that have historically raised some 
portion of our fish for the Captive 
Brood, we were the sole rearing 
facility for our most recent cohort 
of spawners, severely limiting 
the number of fish we could raise 
to adulthood. Thankfully, one 
of our two partnering facilities 
has since resumed raising a 
portion of the Captive Brood, 
so the upcoming Captive Brood 

2025/2026 Spawn 
Season Recap

By Connor Greenwood, MBSTP Hatchery Manager

Left: Brilliant colors of a spawning-phase 
male coho salmon at Kingfisher  
Flat hatchery.
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for the 2026/2027 season will 
have around 300 potential 
spawners, up from the 200 we 
had for the 2025/2026 season, 
so female count should not be a 
limiting factor for foreseeable 
spawn seasons. Having our 
fish spread across two facilities 
also increases the program’s 
resilience since our eggs are no 
longer all in one basket.

The issues that we are facing with 
egg fertilization rates are much 
more puzzling, because all our 
females are raised and spawned 
the same way, so trying to 
discern why some females’ eggs 
have great survivorship at this 
stage and beyond, while many 
others have extremely  

release cohort of 16-18k smolts 
for 2027, which is an unfortunate 
step down from the 30k we will 
be releasing this year, but given 
the improvements we have seen 
on a per female basis, and the 
improvements we will be making 
prior to our next spawn season, 
we anticipate much larger release 
cohorts for 2028 and beyond.

poor survivorship here, has 
proven difficult. 

We have ideas about potential 
improvements to our procedures 
and incubation units that 
may help in this area, but the 
disposition could also be the 
result of a series of genetic 
bottlenecks that have faced 
the population over the years. 
It is our hope that over time 
we will be able to both perfect 
our systems and round out our 
Captive Brood’s genetics with 
natural origin fish in order to 
reduce the number of fertilization 
failures that we see.

As a result of these major 
production constraints, we 
anticipate a 

Bonded • LIcensed
License # PPO11167
License # AC01277
License # 430530

Serving California 
Since 1966

Below: MBSTP hatchery staff working to 
assess the spawn-readiness of an adult 
coho salmon.
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Within the Santa Cruz 
Mountains, a few miles from 
Davenport, lies Monterey Bay 
Salmon and Trout Project’s 
Kingfisher Flat Hatchery.  Despite 
the 2020 CZU Lightning Complex 
Fire, a set of blazes that burned 
over 86,509 acres in Northern 
California, there are healthy 
grassland, mixed brush, riparian, 
and coastal redwood forest 
ecosystems around the hatchery.  
This article will explore the 
common organisms in Big Creek 
Canyon, and why salmonids are 
so important to this biodiversity.  

Along Swanton Road and 
the connecting base of Big 
Creek Road, wildflowers like 

California Poppy (Eschscholzia 
californica) and Blue Eyed Grass 
(Sisyrinchium angustifolium), 
are in full bloom in this early 
spring.  A sea of grass covers 
the meadows between the trees.  
As you approach the hatchery, 
the first thing that stands out is 
the towering Coastal Redwoods 
(Sequoia sempervirens) that 
surround the road and become 
denser further up the creek.  
Despite their huge size, a 
redwood’s cones are much 
smaller than the Douglas Fir’s 
(Pseudotsuga menziesii), an 
aromatic evergreen conifer 
that’s not a true pine or fir.  
Other common trees include 
willows (Salix sp.) in the streams, 

Tan Oak (Notholithocarpus 
densiflorus) and California Bay 
Laurel (Umbellularia californica) 
on the banks, and Coast Live Oak 
(Quercus agrifolia) on the distant 
ridges.  The glossy lobed leaves 
of Poison Oak (Toxicondendron 
diversilobum), the spiny 
vines of Bear Blackberry 
(Rubus ursinus), the red cup-
shaped flowers of Beeplant 
(Scrophularia californica), the 
bare sticks of Thimble Berry 
(Rubus parviflorus), and the 
whorled branches of Horsetails 
(Equisetum sp.) blanket the 
understory.  Tall shrubs of 
Blueblossum (Ceanothus 
thyrsiflorus) and the invasive 
Frenchbroom (Genista 
monspessulana) dot the hillside.  
Deeper into the canyon, Wild 
Strawberry (Fragaria vesca),  
Redwood Sorrel (Oxalis oregana), 
Climbing Bedstraw (Galium 
nuttallii), Leopard Lilly (Lilium 
pardalinum), and Rooreh 
(Claytonia parviflora, formerly 
known as Miners Lettuce) are 
more prevalent.  Kingfisher 
Flat Hatchery is dedicated to 
all parts of the food web in not 
only bringing back the salmon, 
which provides vital nutrients 
that promote plant growth, 
but maintaining a native plant 
garden to support the pollinators, 

A Naturalist’s View of 
Big Creek Canyon
A Guide to the Plants and Animals of 
MBSTP’s Kingfisher Flat Hatchery

By Ava Sabella

Left: Roughskin Newt on top of a redwood 
cone in the Hatchery parking lot.
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plants, and vertebrates that call 
this landscape home.  

These producers support a 
wide variety of invertebrates 
around the hatchery.  Ceanothus 
silkmoths (Hyalophora euryalus), 
California Tortoiseshell 
Butterflies (Nymphalis 
californica), Stoneflies 
(Plecoptera sp.), Bumblebees 
(Bombus sp.), and Green 
Bottlefly (Lucilia sericata) are 
a common sight on the built 
structures of the area this time of 
year.  Under logs and in drains, 
hatchery visitors find Snail-
eating beetles (Scaphinotus 
sp.), Pacific Camel Crickets 
(Ceuthophilus maculatus), 
and Springtails (Collembula 
sp.).  These insects help feed 
the large amounts of arachnids 
like harvestmen (Opiliones sp.) 
and true spiders (Araneae sp.).  
The bright yellow Banana Slugs 
(Ariolimax sp.) of all sizes are 
present year-round, and often 
find their way into unattended 
feed.  A rare invertebrate to 
find are the pseudoscorpions 
(Pseudoscorpiones sp.), 
arachnids the size of a sesame 

sp.), and Gopher Snakes 
(Pituophis catenifer) will become 
more common.

Plenty of birds call the Big 
Creek Valley their home, both 
seasonally and year round.  In 
the stream are Mallard Ducks 
(Anas platyrhynchos), Common 
Mergansers (Mergus merganser), 
and American Dippers (Cinclus 
mexicanus).  Large groups 
of small Dark Eyed Juncos 
(Junco hyemalis) and noisy 
California Quail (Callipepla 
californica) scratch around in 
the dirt to find seeds and insects.  
Wrentits (Chamaea fasciata), 
Steller's Jays (Cyanocitta 
stelleri), Western Scrub Jays 
(Aphelocoma californica), 
California Towhees (Pipilo 
crissalis), and woodpeckers 
(Picidae sp.) call throughout 
the trees.  Recent migrating 
arrivals include Golden-crowned 
Sparrow (Zonotricha atricapilla), 
American Robins (Turdus 
migratorius), and Yellow-rumped 
Warblers (Dendrocia coronata).   
Familiar birds of prey in the 
area include American Kestrel 

seed with 2 tiny claws capable of 
delivering venom into their prey.

In Big Creek and Scott Creek, 
there are the young and breeding 
adults of the Central Coast 
Coho Salmon (Oncorhynchus 
kisutch) and Steelhead Trout 
(Oncorhynchus mykiss), as 
well as the aquatic larvae of the 
California Giant Salamanders 
(Dicamptodon ensatus).  Late 
winter is the breeding season 
of the both California Newt 
(Taricha torosa) and Roughskin 
Newt (Taricha glandulosa), and 
their large globby egg sacs can be 
found in calm waters.  Slender 
Salamanders (Batrachoseps sp.) 
and Ensatina (Ensatina sp.), 2 
types of lungless salamanders, 
are often found under the 
hatchery’s traffic cones and 
downed logs.  Pacific Tree Frogs 
(Pseudacris regilla) can be heard 
calling in the late afternoon, 
while Garter Snakes (Thamnophis 
sp.) and Alligator Lizards (Elgaria 
sp.) are found among the leaf 
litter.  Later in the year, as 
weather warms, Western Fence 
Lizards (Sceloporus occidentalis), 
Pacific Rattlesnakes (Crotalus Big Creek continued on Page 26

Left: Ensatina 
(left) among 
leaf litter. 
Slender 
Salamanders 
(right) on top of 
a log. 
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Left: Icon of MBSTP’s beginnings, Rick 
Peretto, displaying why we do it.

I can’t remember the exact year 
that I became involved with the 
Monterey Bay Salmon and Trout 
Project but, I would guess 1978. 
It was the year we installed the 
raceways. That was the beginning 
for me. I had heard about the 
project but hadn’t given it much 
thought. A long-time friend of 
mine (Carl Weyman) asked me to 
go up with him as there was work 
to be done. Little did I know what 
a commitment it was going to be 
and what an honor to be part of 
the foundation of the physical 
part of the project.

We got there and what did I see? 
A big ditch. I had no idea what 
a raceway was, I was about to 
learn. Also, there was longtime 
friend Jack Harrell, Don Hoga and 
others so it felt good. They had 
poured the cement head, center, 

and lower end of the raceway 
earlier in the week. Jack and Don 
started taking the wooden frame 
off and Carl and I along with 
others got down on our hands 
and knees and start throwing 
the bigger rocks out so when the 
plastic liners were laid down they 
wouldn’t poke holes in it, Next, 
we spread sand over it to make  
it smooth.

That was all for that day except….
we got to walk up by Berry Creek 
and see the incubators full of 
eggs. Dave Streig was there and 
explained that we can’t touch 
anything because the eggs 
haven’t “eyed” yet, otherwise 
they could be damaged. There 
they were right out in the open 
waiting for an animal or human 
to do something to harm them, 
I thought how awful. From that 

point on, I WAS HOOKED! Count 
me in. In time the raceway 
liner was installed and finally 
fish were put in. After a while 
we noticed white spots on the 
fish and figured out, they were 
getting sunburned so went to 
Antonelli’s Begonia Gardens and 
got plastic screen used to protect 
plants. I believe it was 60% 
sunscreen, so they got some sun. 
Next, we got there one morning, 
and the cormorants and herons 
had dinner on the fish. The 
cormorants had eaten and left 
herons would eat and throw it up 
and go back and eat more. So that 
meant enclosing the raceway.

How I became Chairman of the 
project I can’t remember, but it 
certainly was an honor for those 
years that I was.

Things I remember that didn’t 
have to do directly with raising 
the fish was working with the 
Department of Fish & Game. 
We had a rapport with the 
Department of Fish & Game. Not 
just Monterey but Region 3 in 
Yountville who at that time were 
in charge of us. Dick Wehner and 
I would drive up to Yountville 
to meet with Ken Aasen (the 
number 2 person there) to get our 
spawning permits, he would say 
how many pair do you want this 
year? It was agreed upon before 
we left how many it would be. 

In The Beginning
By Rick Peretto
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So, one year we said 40 pair not 
sure we would get that many. He 
said yep and signed the permit 
and said let’s go to lunch. We did 
and then headed home. Just that 
easy. That is respect.

There were times during low 
water years the returning salmon 
and steelhead would get 
trapped in the mouth of 
the San Lorenzo River. I 
would call Ken and tell him 
then ask if we could trap 
and move them. Without 
hesitation it was always a 
yes. One time we had just 
gotten a new Biologist for 
our area who was supposed 
to be a support for us. I 
decided to call her and tell 
her what we were doing. 
As our Biologist I thought 
she should be informed. I 
remember her name was Linda 
and she said she would love to 
come. She said she had never 
seen a Coho (Silver) Salmon.  

people are on the stream wearing 
the MBSTP hats, they provide 
enforcement by respect. It doesn’t 
get much better than that.

There is more, like friendships 
that were created and times 
together, fin clipping, spawning 
fish, diving in the creeks and 
rivers, getting our own fish 
planting truck, planting fish 
and much more. I was so proud 
to be part of the Project Step 
Program. Barry, Matt, and Hugh 
did such a wonderful job with 
that. The kids loved it. Adopting 
their own stream was so special. 
I remember giving a talk at Quail 
Hollow School and the kids had 
painted a mural on the wall, of 
the San Lorenzo River how they 
saw it. It had some beautiful 
points, but also some reality 
points, showing grocery carts, 
soda pop cans and more in the 
river. Through the STEP they 
learned that it is not acceptable. 
They became better stewards of 
mother nature.

In closing, I repeat it, was an 
honor not just to be Chairman of 
the project but being part of the 
growth of the project.

I thought to myself, what you 
have never seen a Coho Salmon 
before, and your district is on our 
coast. She was from Colorado.

A Little more DF&G. Game warden 
at that time was Dennis Baldwin. 
He was very close to the project, 
and I was talking to him about 

enforcement. He said my heavy 
enforcement days are not the 
fishing days, they are the off days. 
On fishing days when the project 

Left: Skilled volunteer labor built the 
hatchery 50 years ago. Much of the 
original plumbing & construction is still in 
use today.

On fishing days when 
the project people are on 
the stream wearing the 
MBSTP hats, they provide 
enforcement by respect. 
It doesn’t get much better 
than that.
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Left: Prior Board Chair Morrow Whitcomb 
(center) with Treasurer Larry Wolf, and 
Chairman Al Smith at the hatchery using 
the newly revamped facility in 2016.

Hugh Miller brought me into the 
Project. With my interest in fish 
culture and hatchery operations 
I was soon a member of the 
Hatchery Steering Committee, 
and then a member of the Board 
of Directors. When Rick Peretto 
resigned as Chairman of the 
Board, he recommended I take 
the position of Chairman.

I was reluctant 
to do so, as 
I was busy 
with family 
and long 
hours working 
on major 
wind tunnel 
construction 
projects at the NASA Ames 
Research Center. I agreed to take 
the Chair with the understanding 
that it would be for a somewhat 
short term while I could identify, 
mentor and train a replacement.

At that time the Project was quite 
large, and had a huge number 
of dedicated volunteers. Major 
activities included the Salmon 
and Trout Education Program 
[STEP], the spawning and rearing 
of steelhead and coho salmon 
from local streams, direct 
saltwater plants of Chinook 
Salmon smolts from a State 

hatchery, and the spawning and 
rearing of Carmel River steelhead 
in conjunction with the Carmel 
Steelheaders’ salt-water captive 
broodstock program. The Project 

managed substantial facilities in 
support of these activities.

The Project also contracted  
with Jerry Big Eagle and his 
Native American crew to 
manually adipose clip and nose 
tag the required number of 
Chinook smolts for our direct 
saltwater plants.

State Senator Henry J Mello 
earmarked regular grants to 
the Project through the CDF&G. 
However, a great deal of time 
and effort went into obtaining 
payment from the CDF&G 
administrative office.

I had worked with Al Smith at GE, 
and identified him as a potential 
candidate for Chairman. After 
introducing him to the Project, 
he went through volunteer 
training and joined the Hatchery 
Steering Committee and Board. 
When I resigned the Chair, Al 
felt he wasn’t ready to take the 
position, and Matt McCaslin 
agreed to co-chair the Project 
until Al was more comfortable 
with it. I continued on the Board 
of Directors and as a volunteer 
for many years thereafter.

Some Memories
By Morrow Whitcomb

With my interest in fish culture 
and hatchery operations I was 
soon a member of the Hatchery 
Steering Committee…
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Left: Matt McCaslin with a beautiful 
Steelhead on the San Lorenzo River

My drive for the salmon project 
came, (long before the project 
ever formed) from living on the 
central coast in the 1960’s as a 
young boy.  My father would take 
me steelhead fishing to Scotts 
Creek on the north coast of Santa 
Cruz where I saw many of my 
first coho salmon. 

At home, I raised steelhead in an 
aquarium we had in our home and 
as I got older, I  had aspirations 
of becoming a DF&W warden.  
During my early coursework in 
college, I was introduced by our 
Wildlife Management Instructor 
in the 1970’s to the Fish Trap at 
the Felton

Diversion Dam where we operate 
to this day.

I came on board with MBS&TP 
in 1985 when Rick Peretto was 

the board chairperson.  He had 
followed Dale Dawson who was 
the Chairman on the board when 
the Big Creek Hatchery site was 
consummated.  I was recruited 

by Director Jack Harrell, of which 
we became very good friends 
and I immediately volunteered 
my time helping to build the 
Hatchery building and all the 
great additions that followed.  
Jack took me under his wing 
and taught me all his wisdom 
regarding diving in our local 
streams to collect native brood 
stock for our operations.  I went 
on to one day take a DF&W 
regional biologist out to train her 
on observing our local coho.

The 1980’s were largely dedicated 
to building up our quality of 
native salmonid production 
and developing all of our new 
programs and building our 
volunteer support base.  I became 

interested in 
working closely 
with Dave 
Streig and other 
members in 
reaching out 
and tapping into 
a movement 
of Salmonid 
Restoration that 
was occurring 
in the PNW.  
Specifically, 
in our own 

state, the Salmonid Restoration 
Federation had formed and put 

My MBS&TP Board 
Chairmanship

By Matt McCaslin

Chairmanship continued on Page 20

…the members from the past 
who built the foundation for 
this Project and the people 
who are presently running it 
are of the highest caliber from 
all walks of life. 



MBSTP Newsletter

20

10,000 students.  In 1994, I 
received an award from the 
Director of the CDF&W for my 
leadership in the “Salmonids in 
the Classroom” program.

I became a board member in 
the late 80’s while Rick Peretto 
was chairman. I was initially the 
volunteer coordinator and was 
simultaneously  administrating 
the STEP program before it was 
passed to Director Hugh Miller. 
In the early 90’s Chairman 
Peretto stepped down and 
Director Morrow Whitcomb 
became Chairperson.  When 
Morrow stepped down, I 
became Chairman of the Board 
(approximately 1995) and did so 
for several years until Al Smith 
was elected in as Chairman.  
During my time as Chair, I wrote 
grants, contacted foundations, 
solicited donations and spent a 
great deal of time fundraising for 
the project in addition to working 
closely with our regulatory 

on annual training and state of 
the art field site activities all 
directed at helping restore our 
states Salmonid populations.  
Many of these “nuggets” 
were garnered and integrated 
throughout our programs.

Also during this time, I made 
very good friends with another 
former board member and 
educator, Barry Burt.  Barry 

and I, after a good deal of 
consideration, started the 
Salmon and Trout Education 
Program (STEP).  He piloted it 
in his class (87-88)  and then 

we began to 
take it to other 
schools in 
the region in 
collaboration 
with the 
Sea Grant 
Extension 
Program 
of the UC  
Cooperative 
Extension. 
When it peaked 
in the late 
1990’s we were 
approaching 
nearly 200 
classrooms in 
6 counties of 
California with 
an estimated 
outreach of 
well over 

Chairmanship continued from Page 19

Right: STEP students eagerly learn from 
Matt McCaslin as he's ready to dive in. 
Below: Matt displays a nice catch 
Monterey Bay chinook salmon.
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storm of 1996 that significantly 
damaged our Big Creek site 
placed a special burden on our 
project.  I collaborated with Al 
Smith and we agreed that he 
should run for Chairman and 
I would step back to take on 
oversight of the restoration of 
our damaged facility.

In closing, I would have to say 
that the members from the past 
who built the foundation for this 
Project and the people who are 
presently running it are of the 
highest caliber from all walks of 
life.  Professional and dedicated, 
all of them, from volunteers to 
Staff & Board.   That is why this 

Non-Profit Project still exists 
today after 50 years!

I hope to see many of you at the 
MBS&TP 50 Year Celebration on 
August 1, 2026.

agencies in keeping us up to date 
and permitted.  I collaborated 
with our local State Senators and 
Assembly members and went 
on to testify before the State 
Assembly’s Natural Resources 
Committee to help protect our 
State funding.  I also worked 
closely with NMFS in submitting 
our very first Section 10 permit 
application in 1996. As Morrow 
had done, I continued mentoring 
Al Smith to best prepare him 
for a successful transition to 
Chairman in 1996. The winter 

Bottom: Matt McCaslin still catching the 
big ones after so many years of being part 
of the solution!

1.408.286.2800
Rosendin.com

(SAN JOSE CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS)  
LICENSE NUMBER 142881

Rosendin strives to remain on the 
cutting edge of electrical technology.
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Left: Board Chairman Al Smith and 
CDFW driver preparing to release tens 
of thousands of Chinook Salmon fry into 
Santa Cruz Harbor net pens. 
Below: Al Smith releasing steelhead fry to 
the San Lorenzo River.

Al Smith was a kind and 
courageous soul with deep 
commitment to service of the 
greater good. He was Chairman 
of the board and Executive 
Director of MBSTP for over a 
decade (1998–2009). Al was 
deeply involved in everything 
MBSTP accomplished during 
those years. He acted as chief 
and hands-on operator for the 
King Salmon Enhancement, 
Coho, and Steelhead Programs. 
There were many difficult 
challenges during Al’s tenure, 
but his focus, diplomacy, 
extreme effort, and dedication 
brought MBSTP through those 
with grace and confidence. The 

MBSTP community and all of 
those who fish for salmon and 
steelhead in the Monterey Bay 
region, are deeply grateful for 
Al’s exceptional service. A debt 
of gratitude is owed to Al’s family 
whose forbearance during his 
retirement years allowed Al to 
be the ever-present dedicated 
chief of MBSTP operations. He 
will be missed, but the memory 
of Al Smith’s dedication will 
inspire generations of fisheries 
champions for years to come.    

Al Smith
(1932-Dec. 10, 2018)

Exceptional Dedication to MBSTP
By Mat Rowley
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50 years?  OMG I’ve been 
devoting myself to the MBSTP 
for half its life!  The Coho of 
the Central Coast south of San 
Francisco owe their ongoing 
existence to the efforts of our 
founder, Dr. Tom Tompson, 
the MBSTP Board of Directors, 
Landowner-host Big Creek 
Timber Co., CDFW, NOAA 
Fisheries, and numerous 
grantors, donations, volunteers, 
staff, and school teachers.  
Together they also created 
and sustained steelhead 
supplementation in Scott Creek 
and the San Lorenzo River, a large 
successful education program, 
and, in partnership with CDFW- 
a Chinook Salmon enhancement 
of Monterey Bay.

At a Scott Creek Watershed 
Council meeting around1997 

that I found that MBSTP was 
looking for help with collecting 
broodstock for their conservation 
hatchery program.  Being 
a freediver, I committed to 
snorkeling the creek, trapping 
salmon and steelhead for captive 
spawning.  Matt McCaslin was 
lead diver that first year. He 
and the crew, typically, Dave 
Streig (Hatchery Manager for 25 
years), Board Members Al Smith, 
Larry Wolf, Morrow Whitcomb, 
and other board members and 
volunteers, assisted in their 
waders with landing nets. With 
their help, I learned the pools 
riffles and snags- hiking and 
swimming my way up the creek 
and tributaries from the beach to 
the headwaters.  

I started attending MBSTP 
board meetings around 2005, 

the year that the CCC Coho 
got uplisted to endangered. I 
perceived MBSTP to be a laudable 
species conservation group. The 
techniques and strategies of 
MBSTP have always been closely 
aligned with conservation.  Many 
steelhead were provided to the 
San Lorenzo River and Scott 
Creek.  Anglers were enthusiastic 
about this enhancement and 
made the donations that kept 
MBSTP alive.  

Owing to repeated low water 
years, by 2002 the coho had 
become so scarce that it was clear 
a captive broodstock would be 
essential to genetic conservation.  
Dave Streig and Erick Strum, our 
liaison and fish culture partner 
from NOAA, embarked on a 
mission to grow mature salmon 
in captivity so that their genes 
would not be lost.  Continuity of 
our hatchery program was and 
remains paramount.  

Initially, after the Federal listing 
in 1997, some hatchery steelhead 
programs were granted a bit of 
grace to continue their hatchery 
supplementation while they 
developed Hatchery and Genetic 
Management Plans (HGMP) 
required by ESA listing.  

50 Years of Fish 
Conservation!

By Mat Rowley

Left: Board Chair Mat Rowley relasing 
Coho Salmon smolts from the hatchery to 
begin their short migration to the ocean. 
(Photo - Frans Lanting)

50 Years continued on Page 24

©Frans Lanting
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Right: Dave Strieg with Al Smith catching 
brood fish by hand.

In 2009 the Lockheed fire 
nearly destroyed the hatchery, 
but Matt McCaslin, Santa Cruz 
Firefighters Battalion Chief, 
stepped in and directed the 
firefighting to save the hatchery! 
I remember watching helicopters 
scooping water from the estuary 
lagoon and thinking there little 
steelhead in there!  Matt was on 
it and got them to stop.  Ocean 
water was only a few hundred feet 
further. The following year Dave 
Streig retired. That was the year I 
became Board Chair. By autumn 
of 2011 we had hired Hatchery 
Manager, Mark Galloway, a 
seasoned professional. In 
2014-2015, no eggs could be 
provided to STEP classrooms 
to be incubated and released. 
Fungal problems and changing 
permit conditions were proving 
insurmountable. Grant funding 
was available for upgrading 
the hatchery to improve fish 
health.  This Emergency Drought 
money funded improvements 
mostly completed in 2015. 
NOAA Fisheries designated the 
CCC Coho as “Species in the 
Spotlight” that same year.  That 
was a tough year for MBSTP, 
because we lost our permission 
to spawn and rear steelhead and 
thus were also no longer allowed 

chair with no compensation. 
After seven years in that 
hotseat, I had applied for and 
administered something like 
15 grants.  At least six of them 
were substantial, sustaining 
awards. I was very relieved to find 
Ben Harris with a recent MS in 
fisheries biology and set about 
handing over the ED tasks.  

We also hired the runner-up for 
the ED job, Meg Seibert, from 
2017 to 2021 as a consultant to 
perform the duties of Education 
and Outreach Coordinator.  We 
did make a solid attempt to 
reinvent the education program 
to make it comply with new 
science standards and be 
enticing to educators without 
the classroom incubation and fry 
release. The teacher trainings 
we held were well attended and 
our many carefully crafted lesson 
plans were popular and effective 
but new rules made it impossible 
to partner directly with science 
teachers, as programs now must 
be adopted by the school district 

to procure and provide fertilized 
eggs for students.  

The hatchery improvements 
reduced the number of fish 
that could be reared but the 
fish health improved.  NOAA’s 
new lifecycle station (weir & 
traps, plus extensive instream 
surveys) on Scott Creek provided 
population monitoring for 
natural steelhead and coho.  
Hatchery fish got in the way 
of accurately measuring 
success of natural steelhead. 
The risk of importing fungus 
from the San Lorenzo River 
to the hatchery was too high, 
so no permit for a steelhead 
program involving those fish 
was permissible either.  A new 
hatchery in the San Lorenzo 
watershed and associated HGMP 
to run it became the only viable 
way forward for the steelhead 
supplementation.  

In 2017, we won a grant funding 
an Executive Director position.  
Prior to this, the ED tasks were 
always undertaken by the board 

50 Years continued from Page 23
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and applied equally throughout 
the District.  These challenges 
will ultimately be surmountable if 
our new Education and Outreach 
Coordinator, who will be onboard 
by April 1, can orchestrate our 
remastered STEP... and enough 
funding is secured to launch it.  
Many thanks to Meg Seibert for 
her valiant efforts. We did some 
really good work.

The CZU Wildfire of August 
2020 very nearly destroyed the 
hatchery but thanks to Seth 
Bowman, the fish culturist at 
that time, Ben, and many of 
our board (especially Chuck 
Backman, Johnny Wells, Bob 
Anderson, and Jeremy Streig) 
and many volunteers- we were 
able to rescue the surviving fish 
and even managed to maintain 
Coho program continuity by the 
good graces of Warm Springs 
Hatchery in Geyserville, which 
allowed our “guest program” 
to use their facilities. COVID 
certainly didn’t make any of 

MBSTP’s work to conserve, 
recover, and enhance salmon 
populations of the Monterey 
Bay region is paying off in a big 
way. We hope you have a great 
and bountiful salmon season, 
and know that many of the fish 
you catch are there in large part 
because of MBSTP’s efforts.

the hiatus in educating more 
youthful students.

The fire also vaporized much of 
the Swanton community in many 
respects. They are rebuilding 
with stalwarts such as the 
McCrary family, and the Swanton 
Pacific Ranch making the most of 
the recovering landscape.       

Three years after the fire took 
our home, my wife and I decided 
we didn’t want to be “fire 
survivors”. We have made a new 
start in Washington, on Puget 
Sound. Salmon are far more 
abundant here but also face many 
challenges.  People are doing 
what they can to help, but wow, it 
is so complicated.  It’s good for us 
settling into a new community. 
I just wish it would rain more in 
the summertime.  Jeremy Streig 
took over the board chairmanship 
in 2024 and I’m confident that he 
will steer MBSTP back on course 
with STEP and Steelhead.    

it easier!  Through impressive 
donor and grant funding and the 
good graces of our landowner-
host, Big Creek Lumber, MBSTP, 
through much sweat, blood, and 
essential large grants from CDFW 
and the CA Wildlife Conservation 
Board was able to restore the 
hatchery to new, improved full 
functionality. Mark Galloway and 
I both wanted to retire after we 
lost our homes in the fire, but we 
stayed the course. I marshalled 
funds and helped direct cleanup 
and reconstruction while Mark 
valiantly kept working with Seth. 
Thankfully, he also trained up 
Connor Greenwood the fish 
culturist that we hired after 
Seth moved to Hawaii.  Connor 
is now Hatchery Manager 
working as a team with Megan 
Sherrier and other seasonal 
staff, board members and 
volunteers. Both Connor and 
Megan had come to us through 
the UCSC hatchery internship 
program, which had become our 
central education effort after 

Back in Action continued from Page 9
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(Falco sparverius) and Red Tail 
Hawks (Buteo jamaicensis), 
that roost in a large dead tree or 
powerlines closer 
to Swanton Road.  
The crowning 
jewel of these 
avians is the 
Belted Kingfisher 
(Ceryle alcyon), 
the name sake 
for Kingfisher Flat Hatchery, with 
its blue feathers, white belly, and 
cackling call. 

While not consistently seen, 
evidence of Raccoons (Procyon 
lotor), Mule Deer (Odocoileus 
hemionus), Bobcats (Lynx 
rufus), Striped Skunks (Mephitis 

mud near the hatchery.

Salmonids are the backbone 
of these ecosystems.  Without 
them, there would not be enough 
nutrients for the recovering 
forests, the food web wouldn’t 
be balanced, and the stream 
health would be in jeopardy.  By 
contributing to the Monterey Bay 
Salmon and Trout Project, you 
support not only the ecosystems 
of the hatchery, but the 
conservation of the landscape of 
California's central coastline. 

mephitis), and Botta’s Pocket 
Gophers (Thomomys bottae) are 
observed everywhere in the form 
of feces, fur, footprints, meal 

remnants, and burrows.  A barn 
closer to the road houses Mouse 
Earred bats (Myotis sp.), that 
emerge in the late evening.  The 
paw and hoofprints of Big Creek 
Lumber’s domestic dogs (Canis 
lupus familiaris), horses (Equus 
ferus caballus), and cats (Felis 
catus) can also be seen in the wet 

Big Creek continued from Page 15

Salmonids are the backbone 
of these ecosystems.  
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Left: 1998 Fish survey crew after a full 
day of diving on Scott & Big Creek.  
Left to right: Kneeling–Phil Clarke, 
standing–Dave Streig, blue wetsuit–Jack 
Harrel, right from Dave Streig–volunteer 
Bill Wright, Larry Wolf holding fish, Don 
Hoga, Matt McCaslin (red), Darrow/Al 
Smith/Seth Barrow (green), Jerry Wade 
Gaher?

Above: Larry Wolf and contestant at the 
Big Fish Derby.
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& Water Well Casing
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Fabricators in:
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Guaranteed Quality Work
Water Jet Cutting Since 2007

Contact  Us: (831) 724-4432
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Membership Application
Membership categories and annual dues:

❏ Youth Under 18. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 $ 5
❏ Individual. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     $ 35
❏ Family. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        $ 50
❏ Small Retailer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  $ 50
❏ Sponsor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  $100-250
❏ Corporate . . . . . . .        $500, 1,000 or more

Name:__________________________________

Address: ________________________________

City: _____________ State: ___ Zip: __________

Phone: _____________ Email: _ _____________

My check for ______________ is enclosed.

I would like to volunteer to:_ _________________

101 Cooper St. 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

(831) 531-2051
www.mbstp.org = director@mbstp.org

“Without your immediate donations, we cannot 
continue at our current level of operations. 
Please continue to send your greatly needed 
contributions, and consider urging your friends to 
get on board with the project. Together we are all 
making a difference!!!”

— �Mathers Rowley, Past Chair 
and Mary Hermansky, 
Secretary

MBSTP 2026 Board of Directors Ballot
Please return your Board ballot with annual dues or contribution to:

MBSTP, 101 Cooper St., Santa Cruz CA 95060
Current MBSTP Board:
1) Jeremy Streig (Chair)
2) Mathers Rowley (Vice Chair)
3) Mary Hermansky (Secretary)
4) Kevin Morrison (Treasurer)
5) Chuck Backman
6) John Wells
7) John Del Rosario
8) Mike Baxter
9) Sam Bishop
10) Bobby Wall
11) Rich Hughett

MBSTP Board prospects:
12) Jon Blackwell
13) Matt Kannely
14) Steve Park
15) Robert Stoddard
MBSTP Member consent for sitting Board, 
prospective members, and officer 
appointments:

YES NO (write-in)
Tell us who you think may be a good fit for the MBSTP 
Board: 


